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 After the tragic Rwanda 
genocide of 1994, many 
aspects of Rwandan society 
changed, including women’s 
power in government, said 
Jean Dominique Gumirakiza, 
an applied economics gradu-
ate student.
 Currently, 56 percent of 
the parliament and one-third 
of the cabinet is composed 
of Rwandan women in a 
republic government system. 
Just 15 years ago, these same 
women were subject to tor-
ture and sexual assault in the 
genocide, Gumirakiza said. 
During the genocide, an esti-
mated 850,000 people were 
killed when the Tutsi people 
invaded the Hutus upon 
the assassination of Juvénal 
Habyarimana, the Hutu 
president.
 Gumirakiza witnessed 
the Rwandan genocide as a 
young boy and has watched 
the transformation of the 
country, said Anne Austin, 
director of the Center for 
Women and Gender.
Gumirakiza said, “The direc-
tion where our country is 
going is good because of its 
unity. This one (government) 
is doing a very good job. 
They want all the people to 
live together again.”
 USU’s Center for 
Women and Gender hosted 
Gumirakiza as a guest speak-
er Wednesday, and Austin 





 ASUSU executive council approved $15,000 
to go to executive vice president Brent Crosby 
on behalf of the end-of-year event committee at 
the council’s meeting, Wednesday.
 The money is coming from the Capital and 
Support fund. This fund accumulates money 
not spent in the past years and any group on 
campus can submit a request for money, said 
programming vice president Tom Atwood. He 
said the money being spent on this event is not 
coming from this year’s student fees.
 The committee, all its members being from 
the ASUSU executive council, is planning an 
end of year event open to the whole commu-
nity. The evemt will be much larger than any 
other end-of-year celebration ASUSU has put 
on in the past, Crosby said.
 “It will blow their minds,” said program-
ming vice president Tom Atwood.
 The committee has chosen a date – April 
29 – for the event but details have not yet been 
released. The event will be free to students and 
the community. Crosby said the committee is 
being secretive to prevent miscommunication 
and to “amp up excitement among students.” 
More information will be released to various 
media outlets as the event draws nearer.
 Aside from ASUSU, funding will come from 
the Bookstore, the Admissions Office, the 
HURD and programming. Some money will 
also be raised from booth rentals at the event, 
and the committee may draw on the Capital 
and Support fund.
 The ASUSU executive council also infor-
mally approved a campus bike plan that will go 
into effect this coming spring and summer.
 The USU Bike Plan intends to encourage 
bicyclists to use the roads more and to make 
campus safer for bikers and pedestrians, said 
Jordy Guth, planner and architect for facilities.
 The plan also includes the construction of 
signs that will remind bicyclists where it is 
appropriate for them to slow down and yield to 
pedestrians. There will also be signs remind-
ing bicyclists they are required to dismount 
their bikes on ramps.
 Guth said there have been accidents this 
year involving bikers hitting pedestrians as 
well as drivers hitting bikers, and this plan 
aims to reduce that risk.
 Most signs will be applied to the pavement 
to avoid sign pollution. The product they are 
considering is heat applied and does not need 
to be regularly repainted, which will reduce 
maintenance costs, Guth said.
 The plan will be paid for by money allo-
cated to facilities from the state and will not 
come from the ASUSU budget. Guth said she 
presented the plan to ASUSU to get “a general 
feel for how the students will respond to it.” 
The plan will not need to be formally approved 
by ASUSU.
 “It may help clear up confusion as to the 
proper procedure for bikers and boarders 
and skaters for interacting with pedestrians,” 
Atwood said.
 Another proposed bike-related project, 
the Commuter Mentoring Program, is being 
created by Aggie Blue Bikes and the Bike 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee of Logan City. 
The program will pair veteran bike-commuters 
with those who want to learn more about bike-
commuting.  
 Other programs currently available are 
Aggie Blue Bikes, an organization on cam-
pus that loans bikes to students for free, and 
Car Free Fridays, a program created by the 
Wellness Center to encourage people to leave 
their cars at home once a week.
 ASUSU also approved $2,500 to go to the 
organizers of Scribendi, USU’s creative writing 
contest and magazine.
 Funds for the contest previously came from 
the arts and lectures budget, and most of the 
money went toward cash prizes for the win-
ners. Atwood said this year, ASUSU wants to 
get more of the student body involved with 
Scribendi, which in past years has been more 
or less limited to the English department. The 
money ASUSU approved will be going mainly 
to publishing the magazine and distributing it 
throughout campus.
 “PR majors, journalists, English majors, 
whenever they can get something published 









Speaker: Rwandan women’s 
power in government evolving
JEAN GUMIRAKIZA, GRADUATE STUDENT, SPOKE on women’s rights, specifically in 
Rwanda, on Wednesday in the Library. Gumirakiza witnessed the Rwandan genocide as a boy. ARMEN 
HOVSEPYAN photo
Study abroad student witnesses protests in Egypt
-GENDER, page 4
 Recent protests in Egypt 
have captured the world’s 
attention and effects are as far-
reaching as Logan, Utah. One 
student was caught in crossfire 
of the protests and all may suf-
fer economic repercussions.
 The protests, which began 
Jan. 25, were largely inspired by 
a recent revolution in Tunisia. 
Angered by a lack of free 
speech and elections, rising 
food prices and low minimum 
wages, Egyptians took to the 
streets in Cairo and several 
other Egyptian cities. The pro-
tests culminated yesterday 
when Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak shocked the world in 
a broadcasted speech by refus-
ing to step down, yet delegating 
some of his power to the vice 
president. Many other coun-
tries such as Yemen and Algeria 
have also felt the impact of the 
political shockwave that origi-
nated in Tunisia as well.
 Porter Illi, a USU student 
who is studying Arabic in 
Morocco on a scholarship, 
witnessed many of the events 
firsthand.
 “What I have seen and expe-
rienced today has been abso-
lutely frightening,” he wrote in 
a journal entry he sent home to 
his family.
 After completing an inter-
By MIKE BURNHAM
staff writer
-See OIL, page 4
ANTI-GOVERNMENT PROTESTERS DEMONSTRATE in Tahrir Square in downtown Cairo, Egypt Thursday. Thousands of 
state workers and impoverished Egyptians launched strikes and protests around the country as anti-government activists sought to expand 
their campaign to oust President Hosni Mubarak despite warnings from the vice president that protests won’t be tolerated much longer. 
AP photo
With protests still going on in 
Cairo, Egypt, one USU student 
studying Arabic in Morocco is 
experiencing events first hand
1
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Google, Facebook talk 
acquisition with Twitter
   NEW YORK (AP) – Google Inc. and 
Facebook Inc. have both held low-level 
talks with Twitter Inc. about purchas-
ing the privately held social network-
ing service, according to a report 
published Thursday.
 The talks have valued Twitter at $8 
billion to $10 billion, The Wall Street 
Journal said, citing unnamed people 
familiar with the matter. The Journal 
said the company had 2010 revenue of 
$45 million but lost money as it hired 
and invested in data centers.
 Investors have shown keen interest 
in social networking services in recent 
months. Last month, daily coupon 
website Groupon raised $950 million 
in financing after reportedly turning 
down Google’s offer to purchase it for 
$6 billion. 
Gas explosion kills 5 
in Allentown, Pa.
 ALLENTOWN, Pa. (AP) – A natu-
ral gas explosion rocked a downtown 
neighborhood overnight, killing 
five people, leveling two houses and 
spawning fires that burned for hours 
through an entire row of neighboring 
homes.
 Lehigh County Coroner Scott 
Grim said Thursday that all but one 
body had been recovered from the 
debris. The victims ranged in age 
from 4 months to 79 years old, fire 
Chief Robert Scheirer said.
 A couple in their 70s lived in a 
two-story row house that blew up 
about 10:45 p.m. Wednesday, police 
Chief Roger MacClean said. 
 Scheirer said 47 buildings were 
damaged, and eight were expected to 
be total losses.
 On Monday Feb. 7, The Utah 
Statesman published the results of 
a recent survey and failed to include 
the sample size of the poll. In total, 
228 students participated in the sur-




Top 10 Signs You’re Watching a Bad 
Cable Channel – February 8, 2011
10. All day: “Joanie Loves Chachi.” 
All night: “Joanie Loves Chachi” in 
Spanish.
9. It’s a history channel that focuses 
on everything since 1987.
8. Top show, about malfeasance in the 
cabbage industry entitled “Slaw and 
Order.”
7. Tonight’s news topic of discussion: 
“Ejipt.”
6. Only has two shows about crazy 
people making cupcakes.
5. All the financial advice is aimed at 
pets.
4. Most popular program, “The Daily 
Show with Jon Voight.”
3. It’s about guys named Todd by 
guys named Todd for guys named 
Todd.
2. New primetime show: “Who Wants 
to Text His Deal?”
1. All of its shows are from Oprah, 
but not THE Oprah. 
Ariz. governor countersues federal gov
 CARY, N.C. (AP) – A three-hour standoff at a 
North Carolina bank ended abruptly Thursday 
when police shot and killed the armed suspect after 
he led a hostage through the parking lot with a gun 
to her head.
 Television footage broadcast live during the din-
ner hour showed the man crumple to the ground 
after five officers fired on him outside a Wachovia 
bank in Cary, a suburb about 10 miles west of 
Raleigh.
 “This is not how we wanted this to end,” Cary 
Police Chief Pat Bazemore said.
 None of the seven hostages, including one who 
stayed hidden from the gunman and relayed infor-
mation to police, nor the dozens of officers who sur-
rounded the bank were injured, Bazemore said.
 The standoff began around 3 p.m. when the 
man came inside the Wachovia and tried to rob the 
bank, authorities said.
 Police arrived within two minutes and the man 
took hostages.
 Two women were released shortly after police 
arrived, and two more people were released an hour 
later. TV footage showed one of them running away 
quickly.
 The second hostage fell to the ground just out-
side the bank’s door and didn’t move. Two officers 
quickly ran up, helped her to her feet, then ran 
backward, never moving their guns from the build-
ing’s door.
 About two hours later, the suspect slowly walked 
out of the bank with the hostage, pointing a gun at 
her. He was shot after the woman went to her knees 
in the parking lot.
 “I’m shaken. I hope I don’t have to see something 
like that again,” said 16-year-old Zackery Marvel, 
who watched the dramatic conclusion from his 
apartment several hundred yards away.
 Bazemore said, “It is a very sad situation that we 
did end up shooting the suspect.”
 Hostages were talking to police and being united 
with their families, she said. The gunman’s next 
of kin were being notified so his name was not yet 
released.
 The hostage drama shook the normally quiet 
town of 137,000. The bank was not far from the 
Kids R Kids daycare, where officers helped evacuate 
about 100 children to safety. Four schools near the 
bank were also locked down.
POLICE RUN WITH A HOSTAGE at a 
Wachovia Bank in Cary, N.C., where an armed man 
took four people hostage Feb. 10. AP photo
NC bank standoff ends, suspect shot
 PHOENIX (AP) – Gov. Jan Brewer 
sued the federal government Thursday 
for failing to control Arizona’s border 
with Mexico and enforce immigration 
laws, and for sticking the state with 
huge costs associated with jailing ille-
gal immigrants who commit crimes.
 The lawsuit claims the federal gov-
ernment has failed to protect Arizona 
from an “invasion” of illegal immi-
grants. It seeks increased reimburse-
ments and extra safeguards, such as 
additional border fences.
 Brewer’s court filing serves as a 
countersuit in the federal government’s 
legal challenge to Arizona’s new 
enforcement immigration law. The U.S. 
Justice Department is seeking to invali-
date the law.
 “Because the federal government 
has failed to protect the citizens 
of Arizona, I am left with no other 
choice,” Brewer said as sign-carrying 
protesters yelled chants at her and at 
other champions of the immigration 
law.
  A spokesman for the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, 
which is in charge of policing the coun-
try’s borders, called Brewer’s lawsuit a 
meritless action and said Border Patrol 
staffing is higher than ever.
 “Not only do actions like this ignore 
all of the statistical evidence, they also 
belittle the significant progress that 
our men and women in uniform have 
made to protect this border and the 
people who live alongside it,” spokes-
man Matthew Chandler said. “We 
welcome any state and local govern-
ment or law enforcement agency to join 
with us to address the remaining chal-
lenges.”
 Brewer’s lawsuit seeks a court order 
that would require the federal govern-
ment to take extra steps to protect 
Arizona – such as more border fences 
– until the border is controlled. Brewer 
also asks for additional border agents 
and technology along the state’s border 
with Mexico.
 The governor isn’t seeking a lump-
sum award, but rather asks for policy 
changes in the way the federal govern-
ment reimburses states for the costs 
of jailing illegal immigrants who are 
convicted of state crimes. Such changes 
would give the state more reimburse-
ment.
 Arizona’s enforcement law was 
passed amid years of complaints that 
the federal government hasn’t done 
enough to lessen the state’s role as the 
nation’s busiest illegal entry point. Its 
passage ignited protests over whether 
the law would lead to racial profiling, 
and prompted lawsuits by the Justice 
Department, civil rights groups and 
other opponents seeking to have it 
thrown out.
 The law would have required police, 
while enforcing other laws, to question 
a person’s immigration status if offi-
cers had reasonable suspicion the per-
son was in the country illegally. That 
requirement was put on hold by U.S. 
District Judge Susan Bolton, along with 
a mandate that immigrants obtain or 
carry immigration registration papers.
 The judge, however, let other parts 
of the law take effect, such as a provi-
sion that bans people from blocking 
traffic while seeking or offering day-
labor services on streets.
 Brewer challenged Bolton’s decision 
in an appeals court in San Francisco. 
She argued the judge erred by accept-
ing speculation by the federal govern-
ment that the law might burden legal 
immigrants, and by concluding the 
federal government likely would pre-
vail. Brewer’s appeal is still pending.
 Arizona Attorney General Tom 
Horne, one of the lawyers defending 
the law on behalf of the state, said 
Arizona bears staggering costs from 
illegal immigration, yet the federal gov-
ernment maintains the state is prevent-
ed from assisting in the enforcement of 
federal immigration law.
 Horne said Washington has failed 
to protect the state against an invasion 
by illegal immigrants.
 “The word ‘invasion’ does not neces-
sarily mean invasion of one country by 
another country,” Horne said. “It can 
FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT officials remove protestors from the Feb. 
10, outside the Sandra Day O’Connor Federal Courthouse in Phoenix. AP photo
Egypt’s Mubarak refuses to step down
 CAIRO (AP) – Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak refused 
to step down or leave the country and instead 
handed his powers to his vice president Thursday, 
remaining president and ensuring regime control 
over the reform process. Stunned protesters in 
central Cairo who demand his ouster waved their 
shoes in contempt and shouted, “Leave, leave, 
leave.”
 The rapidly moving events raised the question 
of whether a rift had opened between Mubarak 
and the military command. Hours earlier, the 
military announced it had stepped in to secure 
the country, and a top general announced to pro-
testers in Tahrir Square that all their demands 
would soon be met, raising cries of victory that 
Mubarak was on his way out.
 Several hundred thousand protesters packed 
into Tahrir Square, ecstatic with expectation 
that Mubarak would announce his resignation 
in his nighttime address. Instead, they watched 
in shocked silence as he spoke, slapping their 
foreheads in anger and disbelief. Some broke 
into tears. After he finished, they broke out into 
chants for him to go.
 Around a 1,000 marched on the state televi-
sion building several blocks away. Some in the 
opposition were calling on the military to inter-
vene.
 Immediately after Mubarak’s speech, Vice 
President Omar Suleiman called on the protesters 
to “go home” and asked Egyptians to “unite and 
look to the future.”
A PROTESTER IS OVERCOME by emotion 
as he prematurely celebrates prior to the televised 
speech of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, in which 
they believed he would step down. AP photo
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This Valentine’s
Eat Your Heart Out!
Prime Rib & Shrimp Buffet $21.95
Reservations: 435.750.5171
Enter Through East Side of Building at Riverwoods.
Feb. 12th, 5 pm - 9 pm
Briefs
Campus & Community
Friday, Feb. 11, 2011Page 3 StatesmanCampus News
-Compiled from staff 
and media reports
Chili cook–off for 
College of Agriculture
 Utah State University’s College 
of Agriculture hosts the fourth 
annual Ag Chili Cook-Off Feb. 12 
at 5 p.m.
 The event is held at the 
Lundstrom Student Center. Tickets 
are $3 for individuals, $5 for cou-
ples and $8 for families. The cost to 
submit chili in the competition $5.
 “The College of Ag Chili Cook-
off is a great event for students, 
faculty and the community,” said 
Lisa Allen, academic advisor in 
the college of agriculture. “It’s an 
evening full of good food, great 
entertainment and lots of fun for a 
minimal cost.”
 This year’s event promises to 
be an exciting time. The Sagawich 
Basin Boys, a local band from 
Avon, Utah, will provide music 
and entertainment as participants 
enjoy a variety of chili and fresh 
corn bread. Proceeds from the 
event support College of Ag activi-
ties and other university needs.
 The department heads in the 
college of agriculture will judge 
each chili submission. Last year’s 
winner Maria Eggers used a beef 
and bean combination to top eight 
competitors.
 After the cook-off, all partici-
pants and attendees are encour-
aged to head to the Dee Glen Smith 
Spectrum to cheer on the men’s 
basketball team as it hosts Fresno 
State at 7 p.m.
 If you are interested in submit-
ting a recipe or would like more 
information about the event, con-
tact Lisa Allen at 435-797-0454.
 Skyroom Valentine’s Dinner will 
be held Friday, Feb. 11 from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. This special offer includes 
dinner for two for $20 plus tax. The 
evening features an all-you-care-
to-eat buffet with Red Hook Ale 
battered shrimp and carved prime 
rib, full soup and salad bar, your 
choice of dessert and a rose for each 
couple. 
 Dinner is by reservation only. 
Call 435-797-1767 to make reser-
vations. The special Valentine’s 
Dinner is held in the Taggart 
Student Center’s Skyroom.
Music and food for 
annual jazz nightclub
 Utah State University’s Skyroom 
Restaurant will be transformed 
into a 1930s jazz nightclub Feb. 18 
and 19 for the seventh annual “Jazz 
Night at the Sky Club.”
 The evening includes fine din-
ing, live jazz music and dancing, 
and all proceeds support the Larry 
Smith Jazz Scholarship.
The production is a combined 
effort of USU’s music department, 
the Skyroom Restaurant, USU 
Catering and University Inn and 
Conference Center.
 While patrons enjoy rich 
vocals and smooth jazz music, the 
Skyroom features a spread of cours-
es, starting with a savory appetizer. 
Entrees include chicken breast 
picatta, grilled salmon or a choice 
of two other entrees, including a 
vegetarian offering. Also available 
are specialty drinks, including 
f lavored lemonades, Aggie Sparkle, 
Lime Rickey or Shirley Temple.
 CDs of Jazz Night music will 
also be available for sale at the 
hostess desk. Free swing dance les-
sons will be available in the TSC 
International Lounge nightly one 
hour before the event.
 Tickets for “Jazz Night at the 
Sky Club” are $46 and are available 
at the USU Ticket Office through 
Feb. 14. The University Inn on the 
USU campus offers an overnight 
package that includes two tickets 
to the show, a night stay and a hot 
catered breakfast the next morn-
ing. A package for two is $169.95, 
before tax, and can be reserved at 
the University Inn and Conference 
Center toll free at 800-231-5634.
Skyroom offers 
Valentine’s Dinner
 This year, energy wars was taken to 
a new level by the campus sustainability 
council. Energy wars are competitions 
usually held by a residence hall to see 
which apartment can use less energy. 
This year, energy wars is a campus-wide 
event between residence halls.
 In September 2010, Nat Frazer, dean 
of the College of Natural Resources, 
offered $1,000 to the residence halls 
that reduced their energy usage the 
most.
 The campus-wide competition 
began Oct. 1 and ends March 31. Brad 
Armstrong, sustainability council co-
coordinator, said the residence hall that 
wins first place for the most improve-
ment gets $500, second place wins 
$300, and third place wins $200. 
 Students in each hall will be sur-
veyed to see how they want to use the 
money for sustainability projects.
 A document provided to the 
Statesman by Armstrong comparing 
the energy uses in residence halls in 
2010 and 2009 found that the majority 
of residence halls are using less energy 
than the previous year.
 According to the document, 22 resi-
dence halls used less energy in fall 2010 
than fall 2009. However, 14 residence 
halls saw an increase in energy usage 
of up to 35 percent. Reeder Hall is the 
only campus dorm to see a zero percent 
increase.
 “Students in general are reduc-
ing their energy quite a bit more,” 
Armstrong said. “More can be done, 
more needs to be done, but there is 
progress being made.”
 Each residency area around campus 
– the Student Living Center, Aggie 
Village, Richards and Bullen Halls, the 
Living Learning Center and the Towers 
– has discretion on how they want 
to push energy conservation in their 
dorms, Armstrong said.
 For example, Richards and Bullen 
has its own unique council on sustain-
ability. The council consists of volun-
teers who collect recycling and adver-
tise sustainability in the residence halls.
 Armstrong said the dorms who are 
struggling to decrease their energy use 
should not give up hope of winning the 
competition. Recycling efforts may be 
taken into account.
 Steven Jenson, executive director of 
housing and residence life, said greater 
efforts are being made to ensure the 
residence halls are more energy effi-
cient. Student involvement in energy 
conservation is increasing, though it 
still depends on education about saving 
energy, he said.
 “Each passing year there seems to be 
more and more interest in green-type 
activities,” Jenson said. “I think the edu-
cation that’s taking place prior to them 
coming here and what our residence 
life staff does as well is making a differ-
ence.”
 Interviews with students about on-
campus housing indicate saving energy 
is not always a high priority because 
they don’t have to pay a utility bill each 
month. In all campus housing except 
for family housing, the cost for utilities 
is included in one lump sum with the 
rent.
 Jenson said convenience is the key 
when determining whether to charge 
for utilities. Students enjoy not having 
to worry about whether their bill will 
go up, he said.
 “There is a flip side to it if they are 
paying for the utility bills,” Jenson said. 
“We see that in the family housing area, 
where they are required to pay electric-
ity and gas. I think they are a little more 
conscious of not opening the windows 
when it’s cold outside.”
 Living on campus may lower stu-
dents’ concerns about saving energy, 
but it’s worth the college experience, 
especially in the first year, said Dena 
Smith, sophomore in speech language 
pathology.
 Smith lived in San Juan Hall her 
first year at USU.  “I wanted the experi-
ence. It was way, way, easier instead of 
having to worry every month if I had 
enough money to pay. It was very con-
venient,” she said.
 Now, Smith lives off campus, and 
has a utilities bill every month.
 “I do like the apartments because 
now I see how it is paying bills, and I’m 
actually managing my money better,” 
she said.
 Alex Kim, a junior in biology, lived 
on campus for three years. Kim now 
lives off campus, but utilities are still 
included in her rent.
 “Since it’s all included I don’t think 
about it at all,” she said. “Sometimes 
I think about it. I’ll be all ‘Oh it’s not 
good for the environment,’ but it’s all 
included so I’m using it and I don’t 
care.”
 Kim said if she had to pay for utili-
ties every month she would probably 
conserve energy better.
 “We’re trying to do the right thing 
green-wise to try and improve on recy-
cling and also on energy conservation 
because we do spend a lot of money on 
all the utilities,” Jenson said.    
 A major incentive for participating 
in previous energy wars within the 
residence halls been the rewards for the 
apartment who saves the most energy, 
or improves the most. A list is usually 
posted comparing how much each 
apartment uses.
 Ed Haines, a junior in parks and 
recreation, said the public display of an 
apartment’s energy use is what made 
him and his roommates participate 
when he lived in Merrill Hall from 
2008-10.
 “We didn’t want to be the bad guys,” 
Haines said.
 Kim, also a former resident of 
Merrill Hall, said she did not care to 
participate in energy wars because 
there was not enough information 
about why it was important.
 “They put posters up and it didn’t 
speak to me personally,” she said. “They 
just said, ‘Try and conserve energy and 
here’s a bunch of prizes.’ They didn’t 
really connect it.”
– la.stewart@aggiemail.usu.edu
Students become more energy savvy









THE CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY COUNCIL HELD a new competi-
tion “Energy Wars” to help students learn how to conserve energy. $1,000 was 
offered to the resident hall that decreased their energy consumption. BRECK 
BYNGTON photo illustration 
 Search warrants and DUI blood-draw warrants will be issued 
faster and more efficiently with the new electronic warrant that 
went live Thursday at the USU Police Department, said Capt. 
Steve Milne.
 Milne said USUPD will greatly benefit from the new method, 
called the “e-warrant,” because it makes submitting for a war-
rant and getting one approved much faster.
 Chief Criminal Deputy Tony Baird of the Cache County 
Attorney’s Office said he was surprised USU police was just get-
ting started with this new program, but Milne said there wasn’t 
as much of a demand for USU to get it.
 “It was just a matter of getting the training and getting it 
done,” Milne said. “We don’t deal with near the volume of what 
they (Logan City Police) do on a daily basis. So it wasn’t killing 
us that we didn’t have it.”
 Officers who feel they definitely have probable cause for a 
warrant during the late hours of the night will f ind it signifi-
cantly easier to expedite the process, he said.
 The most common use for the e-warrant, he said, would most 
likely be for suspicious odors in which calls are made concern-
ing possible marijuana use.
 “Maybe a case has developed in the evening of stolen prop-
erty, like a laptop computer,” Milne said. “Now what we can do 
is say we want a search warrant for a laptop computer.”
 Logan City Police have been using the e-warrant for roughly 
two years, Baird said. The system makes it easier for the officer 




-See POLICE, page 4
 
Starting off 2011, Year of 
the Rabbit, with a bang
USU’S CHINESE PROGRAM HELD a celebration of the Chinese New Year 
Thursday in the Eccles Conference Center Auditorium. USU’s international community 
performed and Chinese food was served later that evening. The celebration ended with 
a firework show above the HPeR building. ARMEN HOVSEPYAN photos
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to convey information about the changes in Rwanda to 
broaden students’ understanding cultures foreign to them.
 “It’s really important for us to understand the condition of 
all people,” Austin said. “It’s a matter of being a global citi-
zen.”
 Before the 1980s, a Rwandan woman could not go into 
public with a man or speak at all when a man was present.
 “If you are a female, you were considered a property to a 
family. Your in-laws will pay some money to your family, and 
that’s it, you don’t go back,” Gumirakiza said.
 Now, rather th n be property, Rwandan women can own 
property. These rights started to take shape after the 1995 
Beijing Declaration platform, which aims to grant women 
equal access to economic resources and presently Rwandan 
government allows women to have credit funding     and 
loans.
 “You know women need to be promoted not just in the 
political space, but economic space,” he said. “The women’s 
achievements are truly inspiring.”
 Professor of sociology Christy Glass asked Gumirakiza 
how men and women who live together divide daily house-
hold labors. Gumirakiza said it is normal now to see men 
cooking for those he lives with.
 “Because of the awareness of the gender issues, you find 
many boys doing things that are usually done by girls,” 
Gumirakiza said.
 Now, there are more than 40 organizations assisting 
women in Rwanda to protect the rights they have acquired 
in the last three decades, including the National Women’s 
Council. Gumirakiza said the dominant women’s organiza-
tions create a way for the Rwandan women to continue mov-
ing forward through lingering discrimination.
 “All of this makes me feel like we (American women) have 
a lot,” said Kaitlin Larsen, a freshman majoring in sociology. 
“We are really lucky.”
 Gumirakiza was able to earn his bachelor’s degree in 
Rwanda, and said he will always appreciate the new educa-
tional policies he was able to benefit from. During the Tutsi 
and Hutu rivalry, Tutsi’s were not allowed to attend school, 
but now, school is open to everyone. These policies are the 
result of changes created in a developing government system 
composed largely of females, he said.
 “I feel because of this there is an increased number of edu-
cated women in Rwanda, of employed women,” he said.
Gender: More than 40 organizations assist women in Rwanda
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mediate course in Arabic, Illi decided to take a short break. 
He said he settled on a trip to Cairo because the ticket was 
cheap and he wanted the chance to utilize his Arabic outside 
of Morocco. When he stepped off the plane, he was greeted by 
rows of tanks and burning buildings.
 “The protests were far more devastating than what I had 
seen on the news in Morocco,” he wrote in 
his journal. He eventually evacuated on a 
f light to Istanbul. Despite the terrifying 
event, he remains undeterred. “I will be 
back,” he said.
 While no one is able to tell what the ulti-
mate outcome of the situation will be, Illi 
said it will have great externalities.
 “Egypt is one of our most important 
allies considering their geographic location 
and their power within the region,” he said.
 It is because of these factors, geography 
and regional inf luence, that many have 
feared a sudden spike in oil prices. Tony 
Triplett, who teaches a USU 1360 class 
on energy, said the Suez Canal, located in 
northeast Egypt, connects the Red Sea with 
the Mediterranean Sea. This allows safe 
and efficient transport of Middle Eastern 
oil supplies to the western world.
 “Any instability in Egypt threatens the oil supply in the 
Middle East by threatening passage of the canal,” Triplett said. 
“Without it tankers would be forced to go down and around 
Africa, a much further distance through rougher waters.” She 
said whether or not the instability surrounding the canal cre-
ates any real threat to oil supplies is yet to be seen, but market 
prices are likely to f luctuate regardless.
 “People who buy and sell stocks and do the market behav-
iors that lead to the price of oil are tied to perception,” Triplett 
said. “Any instability in areas around oil regions leads to ner-
vousness in the oil market. Oil is one of the quickest markets 
to react to any possible change.”
 While Triplett said it is highly unlikely that 
a shift in the Egyptian government will cause 
any dramatic changes in the functioning of 
the canal, she said such an event would cause 
a dramatic hike in oil and gas prices. It may 
even push us to seek fossil fuels from alterna-
tive sources such as the tar sands in northern 
Canada.
 “A pipeline from Canada to the Gulf 
coast has been discussed recently,” she said. 
“Currently the simplest pipe connection was 
done to the pipes in Wyoming and Montana, 
meaning their only terminus is Salt Lake. There 
is a bigger source of oil there that could supply 
more if they had different pipeline hookups.”
 Paying at the pump is not the only way that 
a spike in oil prices can hit citizens in the pock-
ets. Chris Fawson, a USU professor of econom-
ics, said an increase in the price of oil can drive 
up the price of just about everything, right down to household 
goods and food.
 “Oil is seen as a primary input in either production pro-
cesses or the distribution processes,” he said. “The time a 
farmer spends on his tractor takes gasoline. Oil is embedded 
in the plastics necessary for packaging, and it takes fuel to 
transport goods and stock grocery store shelves. All of this 
affects the prices we pay at the store.”
 Fawson agreed any jump in oil prices would have more to 
do with market perception than an actual disruption in distri-
bution.
 “Only 4 percent of global oil comes through the Suez 
canal,” he said. “The worry though is that the troubled mar-
kets in Tunisia and Egypt could spread throughout the Middle 
East, so people try to capitalize off of uncertainty in the mar-
ket.”
– mike.burnham@gmail.com
Oil: Instability in Egypt may effect gas prices professor says 
  -continued from page 1
because they don’t have to track down a judge in the middle 
of the night.
 Capt. Tyson Budge of the Logan City Patrol Division said 
an officer can use either a smart phone or the computer in 
their patrol car to access the secured, web-based system. 
Before, the officers would use a phone to call the judge.
 “Basically it’s replacing the old telephonic search warrant,” 
Budge said. “A defense lawyer came up with this because he 
found a state law that negated telephonic warrants because 
there was no signature from the judge.”
 Milne said there was also a case in Utah in which a drunk 
driver was found at the scene of an accident, unconscious, 
and officers drew blood without a warrant. The driver’s law-
yers fought the blood draw in court but still lost.
 He said to take blood without a warrant there must be 
probable cause or circumstances that could lead to the loss of 
evidence within the time it takes to get a warrant. The case 
precipitated the creation of the e-warrant.
 “Now the judges rotate on-call and they have a computer, 
a Blackberry or a phone that’s set up to do it,” Budge said. 
“They receive these probable cause statements electronically, 
so if it’s two in the morning or two in the 
afternoon they just send it electronically.”
 Milne said all of the officers for USUPD 
convened on Wednesday for a one-hour 
training session. They reviewed a detailed 
PowerPoint presentation which explained the 
process step-by-step.
 Another thing the e-warrant will help to 
minimize is violations regarding the scope 
of a warrant and searches done without war-
rants, Budge said. An attorney is also on-call 
to answer questions about the strength of the 
probable cause in a given case.
 “It has made it a lot more accurate and easier to defend,” 
Budge said, concerning how well a warrant would hold up in 
court. “And the prosecutors, I’m sure they love it as well.”
 Baird said with the more solid e-warrant, the burden 
changes hands. The defense would have to prove there was 
not enough probable cause; there are 
fewer loopholes.
 Ultimately, Baird said, the e-war-
rant is another way of bolstering a citi-
zen’s rights, keeping officers honest and 
upholding due process of law, which is 
meant to ensure a fair trial for everyone.
 “We can still type up a search 
warrant and go find a judge, give it to 
him and actually have him physically 
sign it,” Budge said. “It’s obviously a lot 
more time consuming, especially to the 
suspects because then they’re all kind of 
detained.”
 The average anticipated wait time with the e-warrant pro-
gram is approximately 20 minutes, Milne said. He was told 
by a colleague in another department who has been using the 
system the current turnaround time is usually 10 minutes.
 No new hardware was necessary to implement the e-war-
rant program, Milne said. The department plans to install 
printers in all patrol cars with recently allocated grant 
money. He said this way they can submit and print the war-
rant right from the car.
 “It’s progressively stopped a lot of travel, a lot of paper 
and a lot of tree-killing. It’s pretty slick,” Budge said. “The 
guys love it, I know the judges really love it and I know the 
prosecutors do, so it’s a good tool.”
 Milne said the officers at the USUPD are excited to get 
familiar with the new program and start using it. He said he 
is not sure if arrest rates will go up, but he thinks the depart-
ment’s efficiency will increase.
– dan.whitney.smith@aggiemail.usu.edu
Police: Judges will be on call to sign off on warrants any time of day
      -continued from page 3
“It’s progressively 
stopped a lot of 
travel, a lot of paper 
and a lot of tree kill-
ing. It’s pretty sick.”
– Tyson Budge
Logan City Patrol Division





tion and their 




PORTER ILLI, ABOVE, IS STUDYING Arabic in Morocco on 
a scholarship and saw many of the heated protests firsthand. photo 
courtesy PORTER ILLI  
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Free Pie and Soda 
with purchase of an entree!
 Good for March 1-31
February 14th from 5 - 9:30 pm
$17.99
Seniors 20% off
Kids (Age 4-10) $10.99
Come check out our 
reasonable prices 
on lunch and dinner 
menus. Also ask about 
our daily specials!
We do all banquets
Weddings | Birthdays | Company Parties
 91 N. Main | 752-3155




is what we do best.
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 When the USU choirs take the stage Friday, they won’t be 
donning black dresses or ties. Trading formal wear for tie-dye 
and beads, the combined forces of the USU Chamber Singers, 
University Chorale and Women’s choir will perform a show 
combining the best of 1970s bands, including Kansas, Earth 
Wind and Fire, ABBA,  Billy Joel and Led Zeppelin.
 “It’s been fun to learn this old music that our parents lis-
tened to,” said Adrea Anderson, a sophomore in choral educa-
tion. “This is totally different from normal. It’s a breath of 
fresh air.”
 The idea for a concert consisting entirely of music written, 
recorded or released in the ‘70s has been a long time in the 
making.  Five years ago, USU did a similar concert as a trib-
ute to the Beatles. Not only was it a huge success, said Choral 
Director Cory Evans, but schools across the nation saw it and 
imitated it.  
 Irv Nelson, a member of local band Fender Benders who 
will play with the choirs, said few, if any, universities in the 
nation get an opportunity like this. Nelson commissioned six 
of the pieces that will be performed.
 He said it’s been a complicated process to make it come 
together but he’s pleased with the results.
 “Some of the stuff we’re doing is very difficult music. 
Nobody does Boston and Sticks and Kansas,” Nelson said. “It’s 
been a challenge, but it’s been fun to learn it. Anybody can 
play “Taking Care of Business” but the stuff we’re doing for 
this concert is unusual.”
 With more than 125 years of combined musical experi-
ence, the five members of the Fender Benders have a single 
goal, authenticity. Nelson said that they try to stay true to the 
sound of the original music as much as possible.
 Evans said the choir program at USU shares this goal.
 “It’s been difficult to put stuff together and to really be 
accurate, precise and stylistically correct,” Evans said. “It’s a 
bigger challenge than you would think. We don’t want this 
to sound like a sing-along. We’ve really tried to make this an 
artistic experience.”
 While some of Evans’ teaching methods may not be con-
ventional, Nelson said he has seen firsthand the methods and 
success behind Evan’s instruction. “Show Me Thy Ways”, a 
CD released by the Chamber 
Singers last year, was a 
Grammy Award nominee.
 Before beginning the 
pieces for That ‘70s Concert, 
Anderson said her choir 
spent a whole class watching YouTube videos, trying to pick 
up on the style of the bands they would be covering.
 “Cory Evans is an amazing, amazing conductor of choirs,” 
Nelson said. “Not too many university chorale groups would 
do this.”
 Anderson said, “I think our directors are doing something 
out of the ordinary. Vocally, the production is the same but 
our sound is what’s different.”
 Evans said while classical music should be the focus of 
every collegiate level choral program, he is of the opinion that 
any genre of music can be just as rewarding. As a large per-
centage of his students are choral education majors, he wants 
them to take a broad spectrum 
of music into their own class-
rooms when they graduate. His 
philosophy is that students 
should be exposed to as many 
opportunities and different 
kinds of music as are available.
 “I feel like if they are to be 
prepared to go out and teach 
junior high and high school, 
they need to have had experi-
ence putting together all types 
of different types of music and 
concerts rather than just classi-
cal,” he said.
 Evans said another advan-
tage to rock and pop music is 
that it requires very rhythmic 
precision.
 “Everybody’s gotta have the 
beat,” he said. “Often with opera, there’s a very rubato tempo 
and rhythm tends to be a little bit mushy, but with rock and 
roll you can’t get away with that. It’s really challenged the stu-
dents.”
 Todd Jeppson, a freshman in choral education and piano 
performance said that though the rhythms were difficult to 
master, it has made preforming all the more exciting.
 “It’s a lot of fun, rocking music,” he said. “I think it’s a great 
opportunity, this is fantastic music with a great melody. It’s a 
totally different style most people aren’t used to.”
 Evans hopes the wide variety in the concert will attract 
those who don’t usually attend art or choir events. An event 
like this, he said, not only fosters a connection between the 
community and the University, but creates a basis for more 
concerts like it to be preformed in the future.
 “Come out, because this isn’t your typical choir con-
cert. Parents know this music, we’ve both rocked out to it,” 
Anderson said. “If you don’t think choirs can sing ‘70s rock...”
 Evans said though some people might see the concert as 
not “artistically worthy”, the onslaught of new of the new TV 
shows like “Glee” have gotten into people’s minds, making 
them want to listen and preform classic rock and pop songs.
 “So maybe we’re crazy, and maybe we don’t do this all 
the time because I feel a tremendous responsibility to teach 
kids how to perform,” Evans said.“But I also feel like music is 
music. Whatever the genre, whatever the time period, if it’s 
done well it can all be artistically satisfying.”
–  allee.evensen@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Valentine’s Day production goes ‘down there’
USU combined choirs flash back to the seventies
 It’s an organ, and when mentioned in seri-
ous conversation, it is talked about in hush-
hush tones. Its name is rarely used outside 
of a health class or doctor’s office. One play 
changes that, nullifying conservative stigmas 
surrounding women and praising the term of 
their most private part: vagina.
 “At first, it’s kind of shocking, but it’s 
empowering,” said Hannah Gilman represen-
tative for LGBT Allies on campus.
 According to the website for “The Vagina 
Monologues,” it is a play based on hundreds 
of interviews conducted by playwright Eve 
Ensler. 
 The collection disregards any and all res-
ervations and formerly conservative outlooks 
of the female sex organ. It chronicles un-dis-
cussed vaginal experiences and reveals not-
so-well-known facts about women and their 
parts that address women’s sexuality and 
social stigma surrounding rape and abuse.
 “The Vagina Monologues” documents 
occurrences that are hardly, if ever, publicized 
in such a blunt, graphic manner.
 In the introduction of her book about The 
Vagina Monologues, Ensler wrote, “I was wor-
ried about what we think about vaginas, and 
even more worried that we don’t think about 
them. There’s so much darkness and secrecy 
surrounding them.”
 Ensler said she interviewed over 200 
women of all demographics: African 
American women, white women, homeless 
women, young women, young girls, elderly 
women and foreign women. Once she collect-
ed their stories, some as composite interviews 
and some verbatim, she compiled them into 
a book and began to perform the piece on 
stage. After her performances, women would 
approach her to share their own stories.
 “Night after night I heard the same stories, 
women being raped as teenagers, in college 
as little girls, as elderly women,” she wrote. 
“Slowly it dawned on me that nothing was 
more important than stopping the violence 
toward women. Women echoed each other. I 
let the voices bleed into one another.”
 She said in all her interviews, she only met 
two women who had never been victims of 
incest or rape.
 According to Ensler’s book, performances 
of “The Vagina Monologues” sparked a world-
wide event now known as V-Day. Around 
Valentine’s Day, institutions and organiza-
tions such as universities, this year including 
USU, and even Broadway perform the script, 
raising awareness and funds to support local 
groups working to stop violence toward 
women.
 According to the website, V-Day started as 
a single event in New York City on Valentine’s 
Day in 1998 and raised $250,000. Since its 
conception, the program has grown to over 
5,400 events. Once a year, in February, March 
and April, Ensler allows all institutions and 
organizations involved in V-Day to produce 
a performance of the play, using all proceeds 
to invest in local and individual projects and 
programs that work to end violence against 
women and girls.
 V-Day’s mission statement says the goal is 
“to increase awareness, raise money and revi-
talize the spirit of existing anti-violence orga-
nizations. V-Day generates broader attention 
for the fight to stop violence against women 
and girls, including rape, battery, incest, 
female genital mutilation and sex slavery.”
 “It’s a cool movement. We’re excited to 
see the performances. And it’s something to 
do on Valentines Day,” said Jake Nelson, vice 
president for USU’s Allies on Campus.
 Nelson said this isn’t the first time USU 
has taken part in V-day and produce a perfor-
mance of “The Vagina Monologues,” but it has 
been a few years since the last time it came to 
USU. This year, there are 15 local performers 
participating, mostly students. It will be per-
formed both on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14 and 
on Tuesday, Feb. 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the TSC 
auditorium.
 “We hope it will raise awareness about 
violence against women. It will make the 
word vagina less dirty and more acceptable,” 
Nelson said.
 
Gilman said due to its controversial nature, 
it may not be as well received a group here at 
USU might like.
 “It will be something we have to build 
upon,” she said. “But once they understand 
what The Vagina Monologues is, they’ll be 
more receptive to it.”
 Ensler wrote, “In order for the human race 
to continue, women must be safe and empow-
ered.”
– shanelle.b@aggiemail.usu.edu
THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES is a play that has been shown at many universities and even on 
Broadway. Rachel Sumner (Above) rehearses for USU’s performance to raise awareness for the treat-
ment of women. BENJAMIN WOOD photo
By SHANELLE GALLOWAY
staff writer
USU COMBINED CHOIRS rehearse a concert with music of the ‘70s. Local band Fender Bender will be accompanying the student 
choirs. Members will be setting aside traditional choral uniforms and wearing clothing from that time period. JON LARSEN photo
By ALLEE EVENSEN
staff writer
“I think our 
directors are 
doing something 
out of the ordi-
nary. Vocally, the 
productions is 
the same but our 
sound is what’s 
different.”
– Adrea Anderson, 
choral education
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My top picks for Valentine’s tunes
 We’re approaching that 
time of year again, when 
every storefront is covered 
in hearts, candies are all 
suddenly cherry-f lavored 
and forgetful boyfriends are 
scrambling to find a mean-
ingful gift for their girl. The 
time when lovers love and 
relationships are either 
founded, strengthened or 
ended. And in addition, the 
best excuse to gorge on chocolate since Christmas.
 In my quest to give love to the world, I have chosen 
some of my favorite love songs to share with you today. I 
haven’t chosen just any love songs, I’ve picked ones that 
truly show love. I haven’t discriminated as to whether the 
songs are happy or sad, I figure that love is love, whether it 
hurts or not.
 With no particular order, the first is Dashboard 
Confessional’s “Hands Down.” From the album “A Mark, 
a Mission, a Brand, a Scar,” this is one of the songs that 
pushed Dashboard into popularity, and for good reason. It 
just rocks, aside from the fact that it’s a great love song. 
 Pulsing power chords in the guitar with a tense, almost-
frantic high-hat rhythm and nearly-whispered vocals set 
up the feeling of the whole song – the story of two young 
lovers hiding out, just “doing nothing at all,” as the song 
says. It is an incredibly honest depiction of young love, the 
feeling of hiding from the world, of turning simple things 
like hanging out into an almost unreal love story.
 Next is Death Cab For Cutie’s “What Sarah Said,” from 
the album “Plans.” This may seem like an odd choice to 
some. Try listening to it again, if you thought that. A great 
drum part supports the simple piano line and clear voice 
of Ben Gibbard. 
 The truly beautiful thing about this song is the story it 
tells; the story of sitting in the waiting room of a hospital, “a 
place where we only say goodbye.” It gives you the feeling 
of losing yourself in the emotions of anticipating the death 
of a loved one, while “thinking of what Sarah said, that love 
is watching someone die.”
 Yes, this song is sad. It’s downright depressing when 
seen in the wrong light. But when looked at from a differ-
ent perspective, it can be inspiring. Gibbard is telling us 
that if you love someone, you will be with them through 
their ups and downs. 
 You will stand with them, even when it is hard for you. 
Even when you want to run away and forget it all, when 
you feel like if you stay even a second longer your chest 
will tear in two, if you love them you will stay with them.
 Another great song about young love is Blink-182’s 
“Going Away to College,” from the album “Enema of the 
State.” Yeah, I can hardly believe that I’m citing Blink as 
truly showing love, but I am. The song is about a guy look-
ing back at his high school sweetheart, wondering how she 
feels now that he’s gone and desperately holding on to his 
memories of her.
 It is definitely a less mature example of love than what 
is shown in “What Sarah Said,” but its youthful honesty is 
what makes it great, and often more accessible. While not 
all of us have felt the pain of losing a loved one, I’m sure 
more have left the pain of moving away and being forced 
to leave a loved one behind. The anguish that comes from 
not knowing what happened after a breakup and the 
uncertainty of not knowing how the other person feels is 
something we can all relate to.
 The last song I have room to talk about is Ben Folds’ 
“The Luckiest,” from his album “Rockin’ the Suburbs.” The 
beautiful piano part gives wonderful contour to the musi-
cal lines of the song as it is accentuated by a full string sec-
tion, giving the song a sweeping feeling. It speaks of love 
in a way that is in some ways very traditional, but in others 
very not so.  For example, Folds tells the story of an 
old couple that died within days of each other and says, “I 
know that’s a strange way to tell that I know we belong.” 
This song is not the type of song where the lyrics were con-
structed to fit together, to rhyme or flow in an organized 
cadence. They appear to be included in the song because 
Folds was actually thinking these things, actually thinking 
that he is “the luckiest.”
 To all you anti-Valentine’s Day cynics out there, I want 
to ask you to forget the commercialism, to forget the dumb 
gifts and even forget the scars from your past relationships. 
Open up your hearts and show some love on Monday. 
 I don’t care if you’re a guy or girl, young or old, dating 
someone or single, just go show someone that you care for 
them. Heck, I don’t even care if it’s someone you’re roman-
tically interested in. Give them a hug. Tell them you care. 
It’s not often that we have a holiday specifically devoted to 
love, so we had better take advantage of it.
– rex.colin.mitchell@aggiemail.usu.edu
Rex Colin Mitchell
                    Rhythm 
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DC Universe fun, for a little while
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most of the 
games are 
about half as recognizable as the pas-
sengers of said vehicle. So what do you 
get when the company that brings you 
Superman and Batman decides to toss its 
hat into the ring? You get “DC Universe 
Online” from Sony Online Entertainment, 
a game that is mostly fun to play, but suf-
fers from a few design flaws.
 The story begins with a future ver-
sion of Superman’s archenemy, Lex Luthor, 
escaping from the game’s ultimate enemy. 
Brainiac, who seeks to absorb earth and 
it’s specialness with a multitude of little 
robots called exobytes, that just happen to 
give regular people a host of superpowers 
stolen from the heroes of Lex’s future.
 Once the stage is set, however, the over-
arching story is given a backseat to a series 
of small, self-contained stories where your 
character, who can be a hero or a villain, 
fights against popular characters from the 
comic universe you inhabit. This ultimately 
works to its benefit, allowing players to 
divide their game time into smaller chap-
ters if their time is limited.
 Gameplay is where the game shows its 
strengths and weaknesses, with a couple 
of bizarre design decisions marring an 
otherwise exciting adventure of super-
heroes and villains. Character creation is 
streamlined compared to other super hero 
MMOs,  letting you build the hero of your 
dreams with ease.
 The game sets a few strange limits on 
choice, however, and your character can 
only choose from six very strange power 
sets, including fire powers, gadgets, and 
sorcery, one of three movement powers 
and a handful of weapons that will serve 
as your basic attacks for the rest of the 
game.
 You can also only have three total colors 
for your outfit, which mostly just serves 
to keep everything aesthetically pleasing. 
After a quick tutorial, your character is tele-
ported to your mentor-of-choice’s police 
station or night club, and you’re given 
tasks to beat up crooks as well as Batman 
and Wonder Woman.
 As stated, each main quest is its own 
story, consisting of a couple simple tasks 
like gathering items dropped by various 
henchmen, and ending with an infiltra-
tion of the enemy’s stronghold to defeat a 
famous character from DC Comics.
 These boss fights are a highlight of the 
game, teaming you up with one of your 
side heroes for a more strategic fight in 
lieu of the button mashing from the rest 
of the game. Aquaman, for example, sum-
mons a series of aquatic creatures for you 
to battle, while mad monkey Gorilla Grodd 
tries to mind control you and your buddy 
The Flash.
 If you’re feeling friendly, you can team 
up with three friends or strangers and 
respond to the game’s alerts, fighting much 
more difficult enemies in exotic locales like 
Area 51 or the moon.
 The game’s graphics are less than spec-
tacular, with a considerable amount of 
textures taking minutes to load even after 
the game’s many, excruciatingly long load 
screens. Enemies more than 10 feet in 
front of you have their animation frames 
reduced to about a quarter of their total, 
resulting in giant menacing robots sham-
bling at you like they’re stuck in some ter-
rible stop-motion cinema.
 The cities you inhabit, while enormous, 
seem like ghost towns you’re forced to 
sprint through to get to actual action 
zones, and are about as interesting as a 
third grader’s model of the solar system. 
Luckily, your various movement abilities 
let you bypass much of the vast emptiness 
quickly, and you’ll rarely care how barren 
the supposedly bustling metropolises are.
 Also, barring a few performances like 
Adam Baldwin, Kevin Conroy and Mark 
Hamill as Superman, Batman and The 
Joker, the voice acting in the game is sim-
ply terrible. Every hero and villain speaks 
stiffly, emotions are imperceptible or over-
acted, and the random remarks from citi-
zens are hilarious in how utterly awful they 
are.
 In contrast to this, the soundtrack to the 
game is fantastic, capturing the optimism 
of Metropolis and the crime-ridden streets 
of Gotham City in a few magnificent bars.
 In the end, “DC Universe Online” is a 
game that’s fun for the first few hours, but 
becomes increasingly tedious as you reach 
the level 30 cap, which culminates in the 
game asking you to redo every single quest 
on hard mode to unlock the best gear.
 It’s a blast to play with some friends, 
though, so if you’re interested, you’ll have 
to convince a group to take the dive with 
you. Just remember to figure out a good 
way to talk to each other, because the 
game’s text chat is pretty much impossible 
to work with on the PS3’s controller. “DC 
Universe online” is $60, and has a recur-
ring $15 monthly fee.
– nathan.c@aggiemail.usu.edu
DC UNIVERSE IS AN online game and fun to play with friends for the first little while. There are a flew design flaws that decrease ablility to have a fun 
gameplay.
Nathan Christensen
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Walking on a bank of thin slippery ice
 It takes guts to walk on 
ice. Not the ice that crusts 
on the sidewalks on the 
way to campus. That’s just 
sneaky, double-crossing ice 
that throws you on your 
butt in front of your friends 
before you even saw that it 
was there.
 Nor am I talking about 
the ice that covers lakes. 
That stuff is so thick that you 
would trust it to take your girl out on a friendly date and 
not make a move.
 I am talking about the kind of ice my buddies and I 
found up Dry Creek Canyon. When the conditions are 
right, this rambling stream will partially freeze, resulting 
in a thin layer of solid ice bridging the shores, while cold 
water continues to flow underneath. This is the kind of ice 
it takes guts to walk on.
 The ice on a lake never double crosses you, the stuff 
on sidewalks attacks you without warning. But these ice 
bridges across the creek wait for you to come to them. 
They wait silently for you to reach down and summon the 
courage to step out onto them, to trust them implicitly.
 This ice holds no guarantee to support your weight, no 
promise to deliver you dry on the other side. They only 
beckon, emitting an unmet challenge simply by their exis-
tence.
 Again, it takes guts to walk on ice. Not the kind of guts 
that it takes to wrestle your roommate to the ground when 
he attempts to sneak attack you. Those kind of guts leave 
you with no time to consider, only to act. There is no 
debate or moment of oscillation in this case, just action.
 Nor am I talking about the kind of guts it takes to send 
off applications for medical school. You have spent years 
preparing for that, chalking up countless hours studying 
and working. Those are “of course I am going to move 
forward and the decision is already made” sorts of guts.
 No, we are talking about guts you need when you are 
faced with a decision, a challenge, a call to action, and 
then left to debate your action for a moment. These are 
the guts you need when that girl at the party is obviously 
about to leave and you need her digits in your phone. 
 These are the guts you need when you stand at the base 
of the climb and look up, wondering if you are in over your 
head. These are the guts you need to take that first step 
out onto thin ice.
 I look at the ice bridge. The gurgle of the water flowing 
underneath echoes between my ears, beckoning, calling. 
The logical part of my brain is churning out reasons in 
double time for me not to step out onto the ice. I knock 
the snow off my snowshoes to buy some time to think, 
then look back at the ice, summing it all up in my mind. For 
a moment, the world calms, I clear my thoughts, and then 
there are just guts and ice.
 My buddy says it’s probably not worth it. Cold, wet, 
frozen pants four miles from the trailhead, the six hundred 
dollar camera in hand and no way out but the snowshoes 
on your feet all say the same thing.  But whatever it is inside 
me, maybe it’s guts, maybe it’s pride, says “step on the ice”. 
It says, “It’s not about if the ice holds you or not, its about 
you taking the step, whether or not the ice held you.”
 Two steps in, I am at midstream. I snap the photo. The 
ice held.
   
– dustin.nash@aggiemail.usu.edu




              Dusty’s 
Trails
Dusty Nash
“The Roomate” makes 
homework look good
 I can’t live 
with “The 
Roommate.” 




a movie out 
of respect 
for the work 
that the cast 
and crew 
put into it, but this movie was definitely an 
exception to that rule.
 “The Roommate” begins at the start of 
a school year, when Sara, played by Minka 
Kelly, is anxious to meet her roommate 
and neighbors. After a night of partying, 
she meets Rebecca, played by Leighton 
Meester, who introduces herself as Sara’s 
new roommate.
 Sara enjoys her social life and gets 
to make new friends, including a hand-
some drummer that she quickly becomes 
attached to. Rebecca is antisocial and iso-
lates herself from everyone except Sara.
 Over the course of the semester, 
Rebecca becomes increasingly possessive 
of Sara, and she harms anyone who gets 
close to Sara, but effectively keeps Sara 
oblivious through threats and tears.
 For Thanksgiving, Rebecca takes Sara 
to her house, and while there, Rebecca’s 
mother asks Sara if Rebecca had been tak-
ing her medication. Sara quizzically asks, 
“Medication?” but isn’t given the time to 
ask for more information. That question, 
however, arouses suspicion of Rebecca’s 
actions and intent.
 “The Roommate” is a predictable psy-
chological thriller, and it really doesn’t add 
to the genre at all.
 The movie would probably have earned 
an R-rating if they had added a few more 
swear words and a bit more blood. It was 
full of violence and sexual content, espe-
cially when Rebecca used her feminine 
wiles to lure some of her victims.
 Rebecca grew up in a house that was 
never home to her. Her parents say that 
they are “fond of her,” but she desperately 
desires love. She tries to do whatever she 
can to feel loved, but fixates her desires on 
Sara.
 I’m not familiar with the primary actors 
in the movie, with the exception of Alyson 
Michalka, who plays neighbor Tracy 
Morgan. She was in a few Disney movies 
has dabbled in a few movies and series 
since. The other actor with any portion of 
fame would be Cam Gigandet of “Twilight” 
fame, who plays Sara’s boyfriend, Stephen, 
in “The Roommate.”
 Kelly, who plays Sara, is a Megan Fox 
look-alike and, just like Fox, was probably 
used for her looks, although she’s starred 
in Friday Night Lights. Meester, of “Gossip 
Girl” fame is haunting as Rebecca, but she 
doesn’t give enough depth to the character 
to be believable.
 There was nothing special about the 
music. The score was mediocre at best, and 
the songs were by third- or fourth-rate art-
ists.
 The best part of the entire film was the 
end credits, because it meant the end of 
the torture that was this movie. 
 Given the choice between “The 










“THE ROOMATE” IS a horror film about a college student who stalks her roomate. There are no 
redeeming qualities about this movie. 
Your roommate may be psychotic if:
1. Your friends tell you there’s something up with your room-
mate.
2. You quickly become their best friend, or only friend.
3. They always ask you where you’ve been and who you’ve 
been with.
4. They seem jealous when you spend time with other people.
5. They stalk you.
6. Bad things start happening to the people you complain 
about.
7. They creep out your friends.
8. They like morbid things like bloody art.
9. They draw pictures of you all the time.
10. They insult others constantly.
11. They talk to your ex whom you’ve been avoiding since the 
breakup.
12. They are overprotective of you.
13. You find an unopened bottle of Zyprexa in their drawer.
14. They keep a utility knife with their pens and pencils.
15. They pierce their ears or get a tattoo – just for you.
9
 Winning streaks eventually 
come to an end and losing is 
just part of the game. For the 
No. 17 Utah State Aggies men’s 
basketball team, that reality 
came in a true and heartbreak-
ing way Wednesday night in 
Moscow, Idaho. In front of 
1,512 fans and on national 
television, the Idaho Vandals 
stopped a bunch of Aggie 
winning streaks with a 64-56 
victory at the Cowan Spectrum 
inside the Kibbie Dome.
 “I thought 
Idaho played 
really well, they 
deserve a lot of 
credit,” Aggie 
head coach Stew 
Morrill said. 
“They were good 
tonight. They 
were great defen-
sively. They got 
us out of rhythm 
tonight. We 
haven’t seen the 
box-in-one all 
season. That was 
a great win for 
them and a tough 
display for us.”
 The Aggies 
(22-3, 11-1) lim-
ited the Vandals 
to 42 percent shooting from 
the field and 17 percent shoot-
ing from 3-point range, but 
the Aggies shot an abysmal 33 
percent from the field and 17 
percent from 3-point range on 
5-of-28 shooting.
 “We missed shots all night 
long,” Morrill said. “We 
missed a lot of open shots. We 
missed a lot of contested shots. 
I thought we played hard, we 
just didn’t play well.”
 It was a back and forth 
affair for most of the first half, 
and senior forward Tai Wesley, 
who finished the night with 
a 11 points and 10 boards 
despite a broken nose, hit a 
jumper to give the Aggies 21-
19 lead with 4:28 to play. That 
lead would be their last, as the 
Vandals (14-10, 7-5) finished 
the first half on a 10-5 run to 
take a 27-24 lead into halftime.
 Junior point guard 
Brockieth Pane finished 
with 14 points and seven 
assists, and senior guard 
Tyler Newbold 
finished with 
12 points, but 
those were the 
only bright spots 
in the Aggie 
offense. The 
Aggies cut the 
lead within two 
several times 
during the sec-
ond half and 
even cut the lead 
to one, but they 
were never able 
to tie or take the 
lead.
 “We just 
couldn’t get 
over the hump,” 
Morrill said. 
“We had several 
chances to get 
ahead or go on a run, but we 
didn’t.”
 Senior guard Jeff Ledbetter 
finished with 14 points, but 
he struggled from the 3-point 
line. Ledbetter had been aver-
aging 43.9 percent from long 
distance, but he was only able 
to connect on 17 percent (2-
of-12) of his 3-point attempts. 
Those two 3-point attempts 
put a final dagger in for the 
Aggies.
 “(Ledbetter) had a tough 
shooting night, but he hit 
a couple of critical shots,” 
Morrill said.
 Pane hit a jumper to cut 
the deficit to 43-42 with 
9:40 to play, but the Vandals 
would respond with an 8-0 
run sparked by a lay-up from 
Junior forward from Luiz 
Toledo. Ledbetter hit two 
3’s during that run, but the 
second put the game away 
for good. Toledo missed an 
easy lay-up underneath and 
Ledbetter picked up the loose 
garbage and knocked down 
the 3 to give the Vandals their 
largest lead at 51-42 with 6:59 
to play.
 “They executed real well,” 
Pane said. “There were ready 
to play from the tip-off. I think 
we underestimated them. 
They out-played us. They out-
hustled us. We didn’t bring it 
for 40 minutes.”
 Senior guard Pooh 
Williams responded with a 
3-pointer on the ensuing pos-
session, but that is as close as 
the Aggies would get in the 
closing minutes as Ledbetter 
would make three free throws 
less than one minute later to 
put the game completely out of 
reach.
 “It was a heck of a win for 
them,” Morrill said. “We had a 
heck of a run. I congratulated 
our guys on winning 25 con-
ference games in a row and 17 
straight games this year. You’re 
going to lose some time. That’s 
part of the deal. Sometimes 
you lose.”
 Despite all the streaks end-
ing and the Aggies missing out 
on clinching at least a share 
of their fourth consecutive 
Western Athletic Conference 
title, they will have a another 
chance to clinch at least a 
share of the title Saturday 
night against the Fresno State 
Bulldogs (11-12, 5-6).
 The Aggies defeated the 
Bulldogs earlier in the season 
in Fresno, 52-39. Wesley and 
senior forward Nate Bendall 
scored 12 points apiece in the 
ugly road victory. The Aggies 
will need their bench step up 
against Fresno State, as they 
were out-scored 25-10 against 
the Vandals. Senior guard 
Brian Green hasn’t scored in 
the past two games.
 “We’ve got to win our next 
game and play hard,” Pane 
said.
 Morrill feels the same way.
 “How are we going to 
respond?” Morrill said. 
“Hopefully we respond with 
some execution.”
 Tip-off against the Bulldogs 
is slated for Saturday at 7 
p.m. in the Dee Glen Smith 
Spectrum.
– ty.d.hus@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Aggie offense stumbles in Moscow, 17-game streak snapped
IDAHO’S JEFF LEDBETTER pulls up for a 3-pionter in the second half of Wednesday’s game against Utah State. Ledbetter had a team-
high 14 points in leading the Vandals to their first ever victory over Utah State in Western Athletic Conference play and handing USU its first 
loss in WAC regular season play since Jan. 4, 2010. AP photo
“We had a heck 
of a run. I con-
gratulated our 
guys on winning 
25 conference 
games in a row 
and 17 straight 
games this year. 
You’re going to 
lose some time. 
That’s part 
of the deal. 
Sometimes you 
lose”
– Stew Morrill, 
USU head coach
Vandal defense holds USU 
to season-low 33.8 percent 




adds two to 
coaching staff
 Utah State football 
head coach Gary Andersen 
announced two coaching hires 
on Monday, naming former 
Aggie player Frank Maile as 
USU’s defensive line coach 
while tabbing Kendrick Shaver 
as the Aggies’ cornerbacks 
coach.
 “Both of these coaches 
are exciting, energetic young 
coaches who put the players 
first, which is one of the main 
beliefs of our coaching staff,” 
Andersen said. “I am thrilled 
to have two coaches with such 
passion for the players, for 
coaching and for football, 
coaching for the Aggies.”
 Maile replaces Chad 
Kauha’aha’a while Shaver 
replaces Corey Raymond. 
Shaver comes to USU after four 
seasons at Northern Colorado.
 “It is a privilege and an 
honor for Coach Andersen 
to hire me on his staff. I’m 
anxious to help this program 
continue its progress,” Shaver 
said. “I’m ecstatic to be here, 
and to see the wonderful cam-
pus and Logan community as 
well as the top-notch facilities 
here at Utah State.”
 Maile was promoted from 
a defensive graduate assistant 
last season, and has been on 
the Aggie coaching staff the 
last three seasons after serving 
BY USU ATHLETICS
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Aggie women beat Idaho 70-64 for fifth-straight win
 Chalk up another win for the Utah State 
women’s basketball team. After being down 
by 14 in the first half to the Idaho Vandals, the 
Aggies stormed back to win 70-64 and push 
their winning streak to five games.
 “It’s exactly what I expect when you play 
Idaho,” head coach Raegan Pebley said. “It’s 
just two teams gunning for each other, totally 
prepared, and in the end it’s the players that get 
it done. I feel like our team just found a way at 
the end.”
 The Aggies struck first as sophomore Banna 
Diop used a post move to get free for a lay-up, 
but the Vandals used several USU turnovers 
and a quick 7-0 run to give them an early 9-5 
lead. Utah State continued to struggle in the 
early going as Idaho pushed their lead to 10, up 
17-7 with just over 12 minutes left in the first 
half.
 “We came out flat,” said Diop, who had 20 
of her career-high 22 points in the second half. 
“We talked about it and came back to win. We 
just kept believing that we would win and we 
did.”
 After being down 10, the Aggies still 
couldn’t hit a shot and were held scoreless for 
almost five minutes and trailed by as many as 
14 points. They finally found their rhythm, 
though, going on a 13-4 run to end the first 
half. Despite the strong finish USU still ended 
the first half shooting a terrible 23.3 percent 
and trailed 24-29. Idaho however, wasn’t much 
better, shooting 33.3 percent from the field, 
and both teams combined for 28 turnovers 
through the first 20 minutes.
 “I think we were over-executing in the first 
half,” Pebley said. “Our girls adapted and really 
learned a valuable lesson in the first 10 minutes 
of that first half.”
 Whatever Pebley said at halftime must have 
worked, because the Aggies came out in the 
second half a different team. Diop and senior 
Amber White combined to score 11 points in 
the first four minutes as the Aggies took their 
first lead since the 16:17 mark in the first half, 
going up 35-34.
 “I think that our chemistry is what allowed 
that to happen,” said junior Ashlee Brown, 
playing in her first game back from an ankle 
injury. “That’s something that we thrive on. 
Our chemistry is so good.”
 After USU took the lead, Idaho came right 
back with a quick 6-0 run, and for the next sev-
eral minutes the action went back and forth as 
the Aggies tried to hang on after their furious 
comeback. Diop was key in much of the Aggies 
success, dominating down low and even hit-
ting two 3-pointers, one of which capped off a 
five-point spurt and got the Aggies back within 
three with nine minutes left to play.
 “She was huge,” Brown said of Diop’s perfor-
mance. “We needed her to come in and domi-
nate inside and she definitely picked up the 
slack.”
 The Aggies continued to fight and with less 
than a minute to go and the game tied at 64, 
Diop hit an easy lay-up off a beautiful pass 
from Brown that put the Aggies up by two. 
Good defense and clutch free throw shooting 
down the stretch took care of the rest as the 
Aggies notched the six point win. For the game, 
the Aggies forced 28 turnovers and also out-
scored the Vandal’s bench 27-0.
 “We just worked hard,” Brown said. “It’s dif-
ficult always coming from behind, it’s always 
better to be up, but we just have this spirit and 
team chemistry that’s so hard to explain.”
 With the win, the Aggies move to 7-3 in 
WAC play and have the opportunity to move 
into a tie for second place in the conference as 
they play Fresno State this weekend.
 “It’s a game where we are going to have to 
play so well,” Pebley said. “They’re just a great 
team and they’re as seasoned as anybody in 
our league. But it’s a game where the pres-
sure, I believe, is on Fresno and not on us. We 
just need to go out and play hard and let it all 
loose.”
– mark.israelsen@aggiemail.usu.edu
USU CENTER BANNA DIOP pulls up for a shot along the 
baseline during Thursday’s 70-64 win over the Idaho Vandals. Diop 
scored 22 points in the game to go along with six rebounds and 
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 As you probably already 
know, on Monday, Feb. 7, 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 
made NBA history. The 
record they broke? 
Consecutive losses, 25 of 
them. Yep, the Cavs have 
officially reached rock 
bottom.
 As of that fateful 
Monday, the Cavs had not won a game in their last 
25 tries, and the last time the people and players of 
Cleveland felt what it was like to win was Dec. 18, 2010. 
But even that win wasn’t very gratifying. In their last 36 
games, the Cavaliers have gone 1-35.
 The real bummer for Cleveland, though, is the way 
they started the season. In their first 16 games, the Cavs 
went 7-9, a fairly respectable record considering they 
lost essentially their entire team, LeBron James. At that 
point, Cleveland had to be feeling pretty good about 
themselves. They were 7-9, a not too shabby record, 
and not too much behind LeBron’s 9-7 Heat.
 Well, you know what happened next. But really, after 
all that’s happened and all the losses, the thing that has 
got to sting the most, for one Clevelander in particular, 
is what I’ll call; “The Promise.”
 Now, let me take you way back to the summer of 
2010. And more specifically, July 8, the day of the infa-
mous “Decision.” LeBron James on that day crushed 
the hearts of millions of Ohioans and pretty much 
made himself public enemy No. 1 in Cleveland. But 
nobody, and I mean nobody, reacted as harshly and 
ridiculously as Cavs owner Dan Gilbert.
 Just hours after LeBron announced he was leaving 
Cleveland, Gilbert threw a temper tantrum that would 
have made a 2-year-old’s jaw drop.
 In a letter to all Cavs fans, Gilbert blasted LeBron, 
calling him cowardly, narcissistic, and disloyal, among 
other things. But what really stuck out in his letter was 
his “Promise.” Gilbert said, and I quote, “I personally 
guarantee that the Cleveland Cavaliers will win an NBA 
championship before the self-titled former ‘King’ wins 
one.”
 So, how are those words tasting now, Dan?
 After guaranteeing a championship for Cleveland 
before the Heat got one, the Cavs just lost 25 games in 
a row, and Miami has the third best record in the league 
with LeBron leading the way.
 Besides the obvious embarrassment of not being 
able to fulfill his promise, Gilbert should also be very 
embarrassed by his actions and the things he said in his 
letter.
 I’ll be one of the first to tell you that I think the whole 
“Decision” fiasco definitely deserves criticism. The way 
LeBron handled everything was questionable and it 
really was a bad situation, but the actions and tirade of 
Dan Gilbert was absolutely inexcusable.
 In his letter full of hateful comments and personal 
attacks, Gilbert talks about the terrible example that 
LeBron set for the younger generation and how they 
need positive role models. Hmmm, well, I sure hope 
he didn’t mean role models like him. Surely I’m not the 
only one to see the hypocrisy and irony in his state-
ment.
 With the way things have turned out, it’s hard not 
to look at his promise and just laugh. His so-called 
guarantee has turned into a joke and a laughingstock. 
I mean really, you go out there and say something as 
ridiculously bold as that and then back it up with this 
kind of performance?! Really?!
 That’s like having a much bigger kid steal your lunch 
money and you threatening to beat him up, but when 
he comes back to fight, you drop to the ground and roll 
into a fetal position. It’s really pretty embarrassing.
 Lastly, that kind of statement is uncalled for by the 
owner of a team, because he really has no control over 
the situation. He doesn’t play on the team; he doesn’t 
coach the team, so he doesn’t have any way to guaran-
tee their success.
 And think how the players on the Cavs feel. Besides 
losing 25 straight games, they also have to deal with 
their owner’s big mouth because he guaranteed the 
city of Cleveland a championship. That kind of pressure 
is unfair especially when it is put on you by one of your 
own.
 I feel bad for the players on the Cavs, I really do. 
Losing that many games in a row has to be a night-
mare, especially after the success they’ve had in the 
recent past. But I don’t really feel bad for Dan Gilbert. 
Because after all, if you’re going to talk the talk, you 
better be able to walk the walk.
Mark Israelsen is a freshman majoring in mechanical 
engineering. He has also been a lifelong fan of the 
Utah Jazz. He can be reached at mark.israelsen@aggi-
email.usu.edu
Gilbert’s championship promise not looking 





Rebels snap men’s tennis 
win-streak in Las Vegas
 Utah State’s men ten-
nis team went to Sin City 
in hopes of capturing their 
sixth-straight win and con-
tinue one of the program’s 
best starts in years. UNLV 
had other plans in mind, 
defeating the Aggies 6-1.  
Utah State falls to 5-3 on the 
year as UNLV improves to 6-
3. 
 The Aggies failed to 
capture a match in doubles 
action as the Rebels swept 
all three matches. USU 
sophomore Sven Poslusny 
and senior Bryan Marchant 
were the closest of the 
Aggie duo’s to winning 
their match  against UNLV’s 
Bernard Schoeman and 
Johannes Market at the No. 
1 postion, 8-6. Utah State is 
5-0 when they win the No. 1 
spot in doubles play and are 
0-3 when they fail to do so. 
 Utah State continued 
to struggle in singles play 
as the Rebels won five of 
the six singles matches. 
Marchants fought hard 
against UNLV’s Schoeman 
in the No. 4 postion, after 
dropping the opening set 
6-4, Marchant battled back 
to capture the second frame 
7-6 and forced a tiebreak-
ing set. In the third-set 
super tiebreak, Marchant 
matched Schoeman point 
for point but came up just 
short as Schoeman defeated 
Marchant in the tiebreak, 
11-9. 
 The lone point of the 
match for the Aggies came 
in the No. 2 position in 
singles play, as senior Jakob 
Asplund and Tamas Batyi 
were locked in a battle that 
would have gone down to 
the wire as the score was 
tied 5-5 in the first set, 
when Batyi needed to retire 
from the match and forfeit-
ed the point to Asplund. 
 The Aggies will look to 
bounce back tomorrow as 
they take on UC Riverside, 
Friday Feb. 11 at 2 p.m. 
(MST). The Highlanders are 
1-6 on the season.
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USU’S JAKOB ASPLUND returns a volley during tennis action 
last weekend. Asplund got USU’s lone victory in the No. 2 singles 
pairing during a 6-1 loss to UNLV Thursday. CARL R. WILSON photo
 Utah State men and women’s track and field teams will 
compete in their f inal indoor regular season meets Friday 
and Saturday, Feb. 11-12, with some Aggies traveling to 
Seattle, Wash., for the Flotrack Husky Classic. The other 
athletes will attend the Boise State Team Challenge at 
Jacksons Indoor Track in Nampa, Idaho. 
 The Flotrack Husky Classic will be hosted by the 
University of Washington at Dempsey Indoor Track.  Events 
will begin Friday at 6 p.m. (MST) with the men and wom-
en’s distance medley relays, and conclude at 9:05 p.m. with 
the 60m dash (masters). The running events start the action 
on Saturday at 8 a.m. with field events starting at 9 a.m. 
The meet is scheduled to end with the 4x400 relays at 6 p.m. 
 Utah State will visit Jacksons Indoor Track for the second 
time this season as the Boise State Team Challenge is a two-
day meet including a pentathlon and heptathlon competi-
tion as well as regular individual track and field events. 
Friday’s events include the women’s pentathlon, which kicks 
off the afternoon at 3:30 p.m., the first day of the men’s hep-
tathlon, the men’s pole vault, distance medley relay and a 
mixed 3000m masters run. Saturday’s events begin at 9 a.m. 
with the men’s heptathlon 60m hurdles, while individual 
events begin at 9:30 a.m. with the women’s weight throw. 
Individual track events begin at 10:40 a.m. with the mixed 
mile in the master’s division and will end at 3:35 p.m. with 
the women’s 4x400 relay.
 Last week senior Clint Silcock remained undefeated in 
the high jump on the season after winning the event at the 
New Mexico Classic over the weekend. Silcock’s leap of 2.24 
meters (7-04.25) set the Utah State school record, edging 
out Dave Hoffman’s record of 2.23m set in 1999. His mark 
automatically qualifies him for the NCAA Championships 
and ties him with Ricky Robertson from Mississippi for the 
best height in the high jump around the nation last week. 
Silcock also tied Brian Knight from Mississippi for the 
sixth-best high jump mark in the nation this season. 
 Silcock was named the America First Credit Union Utah 
State Student-Athlete of the Week for the period ending 
Sunday, Feb. 6, an award that is voted on by a state-wide 
media panel. He also received the Verizon WAC Track and 
Field Athlete of the Week along with senior James Allred 
(800m) and freshman Kylie Hirschi (800m) and Chari 
Hawkins (high jump). All four Aggies set the WAC season-
best marks in their respective events.
Track and field traveling 
to compete in Boise, Seattle 
BY USU ATHLETICS
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 SALT LAKE CITY (AP) 
– Hall of Famer Jerry Sloan 
stepped down Thursday 
after 23 seasons and 1,127 
wins as head coach of the 
Utah Jazz.
 Longtime assistant Phil 
Johnson, who also was in his 
23rd season with the Jazz, 
also resigned.
 Sloan said during a news 
conference that stepping 
down was his decision and 
that the team had tried to 
talk him out of it. But he 
said it’s time to move on.
 Jazz assistant Tyrone 
Corbin will be the next 
coach.
 The moves come on the 
heels of an emotional 91-86 
loss Wednesday night to the 
Chicago Bulls, Utah’s 10th in 
the last 14 games.
 Sloan, the longest-tenured 
coach in the four major pro-
fessional sports, hinted that 
something was in the works 
after delaying his postgame 
press conference Wednesday 
night for more than 30 
minutes because of what 
he said was a meeting with 
Jazz general manager Kevin 
O’Connor.
 Sloan said he made 
his decision to leave early 
Thursday.
 Sloan just recently signed 
a one-year contract exten-
sion to carry him through 
the 2011-12 season, but he 
also indicated that he would 
not make anything official 
until after the current sea-
son.
 The team started 15-5 but 
fell to 31-23 after the loss 
to Chicago, the only other 
team Sloan has coached (he 
was 94-121 in nearly three 
seasons with the Bulls). The 
Chicago loss was the third 
straight at home, where the 
Jazz are only 17-11 this sea-
son.
 Sloan was asked after 
Wednesday’s game if there 
was need for a shake-up.
 “I don’t think there’s 
any great need for panic,” 
he said. “Kevin is always 
evaluating what we can do or 
what someone wants to do 
with another team and that’s 
part of the business. Every 
day that’s part of his job.”
 Though Sloan has been 
with the Jazz since 1983, 
first as a scout, he knows 
how tenuous professional 
sports can be.
 Even before Wednesday’s 
game he made that clear.
 He has made a habit of 
conducting his pre-game 
news conferences next 
to a large plastic garbage 
receptacle in the concourse 
at EnergySolutions Arena 
rather than from behind a 
podium.
 “You never know when 
you might be in it,” he 
quipped Wednesday. “It’s 
why I stand here. You take 
what you get.”
 Sloan began working for 
the Jazz as a scout in 1983, 
became assistant to coach 
Frank Layden on Nov. 19, 
1984, and was named the 
sixth coach in franchise his-
tory on Dec. 9, 1988, when 
Layden resigned.
 He is the only coach in 
NBA history to win 1,000 
games with one team, a 
feat he accomplished Nov. 
7 against Oklahoma City. 
Sloan’s other wins came with 
the Chicago Bulls from 1979 
to 1982.
 While he has headed the 
Jazz, there have been 245 
coaching changes around 
the league – 13 alone by 
the Los Angeles Clippers, 
and five current NBA teams 
(Charlotte, Memphis, 
Toronto, Orlando and 
Minnesota) did not even 
exist when Sloan took the 
helm in Utah.
 He ranks third all-time 
in NBA wins (1,221) behind 
Don Nelson (1,335) and 
Lenny Wilkens (1,332).
 Sloan also is one of only 
three coaches in NBA history 
with 15-plus consecutive sea-
sons with a winning record. 
Pat Riley and Phil Jackson, 
both with 19, are the others.
 As a player with the Bulls, 
Sloan averaged 14.0 points, 
7.5 rebounds and 2.5 assists 
in 755 games played over 11 
NBA seasons. Nicknamed 
“The Original Bull” because 
he was selected in the 1966 
Expansion Draft, Sloan was 
a two-time NBA All-Star 
(1967, 1969) known for 
his toughness and grit. He 
was the only player in NBA 
history to average 7-plus 
rebounds and 2-plus steals 
per game for his career.
 Sloan recorded two triple-
doubles in his career. A knee 
injury prematurely ended 
his career in 1976.
 His resignation comes 
just two weeks after the 
second-longest tenured 
professional coach, Jeff 
Fisher, parted ways with the 
Tennessee Titans after a 6-10 
season.
Sloan steps down after 23 years as Jazz head coach
LONG-TIME UTAH JAZZ HEAD COACH JERRY SLOAN tried to hold back tears Thursday as he announced that he was steop-
ping down a the team’s head coach. Sloan currently ranks No. 3 in NBA history in head coaching wins, trailing only Don Nelson and Lenny 
Wilkins. AP photo
the role of strength and conditioning graduate assistant coach in 
2008 and 2009, after concluding a four-year playing career for 
Utah State.
 “Frank has been here on our staff and has worked very hard 
to work his way up the ranks and become a coach. He’s done 
everything we’ve ever asked of him and more,” Andersen said.  
 Andersen singled out Maile’s background as a Utah State 
alum as a big positive to the program. 
 “Being a graduate of Utah State is a huge benefit to our staff. 
Anytime you have the opportunity to hire somebody that has 
been here, understands our program and how we want things 
done as well as understanding what this University and com-
munity has to offer, I’m always going to have a stronger interest. 
In this case, Frank was a very natural f it and he will be great 
with the Polynesian players in our program and be a tremendous 
defensive line coach,” Andersen said.  
 Maile is equally excited to be on Andersen’s staff.
 “It is a privilege and a blessing for me to be the defensive line 
coach at my alma mater,” Maile said. “It’s a big responsibility but 
means a great deal to me, and I’m honored to be the Utah State 
defensive line coach as my first coaching job.   I take great pride 
in that title.”
 As a former player, Maile will use that to his advantage as 
well as motivation to make him a better coach.  
 “I hope to bring a lot of passion to a position, a program and 
a University that I have a lot of pride for,” Maile said.  “I feel that 
because I’m still young, I can bring a great deal of passion and 
enthusiasm to the table.”
 Maile was a standout defensive lineman for the Aggies from 
2004-07, making 21 starts in playing 42 career games. He posted 
71 total tackles (45 solo, 26 assists) with 19 tackles for loss and 
one fumble recovery. Maile was also team captain in 2007.
 Shaver was the secondary coach at UNC for four years, coach-
ing two all-Big Sky Conference players, as cornerback Korey 
Askew earned first-team all-BSC honors in 2010 after being a sec-
ond-team selection in 2009. Safety Max Hewitt was a three-time 
honorable mention all-BSC honoree in 2008, 2009 and 2010. 
Both Askew and Hewitt earned Phil Steele’s Preseason all-Big Sky 
accolades with Askew named to the first-team and Hewitt col-
lected second-team honors.
 “We took a little longer hiring our cornerbacks coach, getting 
through recruiting and signing day. We wanted to make sure 
that we found the right coach that we wanted for the position, 
someone who is a talented, passionate coach who has recruiting 
experience and we feel we have found a great f it with Kendrick,” 
Andersen said. “He came very, very highly recommended and the 
interview process was easy, as we quickly could tell that he was a 
great f it for the USU program and Utah State University.” 
 Prior to Northern Colorado, Shaver was the secondary coach 
at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M in 2006, where he was also the 
recruiting coordinator and monitored the academics of the foot-
ball student-athletes.
 Before Northeastern, Shaver spent two years as a graduate 
assistant coach at Eastern Kentucky University from 2004-05, 
where he worked with the defensive backs and assisted with the 
special teams.
 Andersen also announced that a pair of former University 
of Utah players Robert Conley and Kepa Gaison (pronounced 
Keppa Guy-son) have been added to the staff as administrative 
assistants. Conley, a four-year starting offensive lineman, will be 
the offensive administrative assistant while Gaison, a three-year 
letterwinner and one-year starter, will be the defensive adminis-
trative assistant.  
Coaches: former player on staff
  -continued from page 9
1313
2-4-1-Bring-a-Friend
2-Haircuts for the price of one with Andrea and Christy
Call for an appointment 
& mention this ad!
435.752.5310
www.shearshack.com
55 North Main Logan, Utah in the Emporium
12
Friday, Feb. 11, 2011Page 12 World&Nation
U.S. military radar eyed for drug crackdown
 ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) – U.S. senators from states along and 
near the nation’s northern border requested Thursday that the 
Department of Defense provide military radar to crack down on 
what they said is a growing problem of using low-flying aircraft in 
drug trafficking.
 Drug smuggling across the border with Canada is much more 
prevalent than indicated by the number of cases in which drugs 
have been seized, according to a federal report from November.
 Less than 1 percent of the 4,000-mile border is considered 
under the operational control of U.S. border officials, a General 
Accountability Office report found this month. Most areas of the 
northern border are remote and inaccessible by traditional patrol 
methods, the report said.
 Pennsylvania’s U.S. Sen. Bob Casey, who requested the study, 
said that’s “not acceptable.”
 “A multi-pronged attack is required to catch drug smugglers 
or terrorists before they can cross the border over Lake Erie into 
Pennsylvania or other northern states,” Casey said.
 Sen. Herb Kohl, from Wisconsin, said northern border smug-
gling “is a growing problem.”
 “We hear about the path of illegal drugs form Chicago and the 
spread of meth from our western borders,” Kohl said, “but secur-
ing our northern border is too often overlooked.”
 Customs and Border Protection said it believes it can detect 
illegal entries and respond to and deal with them on only about 32 
miles of the northern border. The Border Patrol was aware of all 
illegal border crossings on only 25 percent of the border, or 1,000 
miles, the GAO report said.
 The effort by the Democratic senators comes after the 
Department of Homeland Security said it added Border Patrol 
agents, new technology and more. More than 2,200 agents are 
assigned to the northern border, a 700 percent increase since the 
2001 terrorist attacks. The tools include thermal camera systems 
and mobile surveillance systems.
 Recent U.S.-Canada agreements allow law enforcement to share 
information and cross-training involving the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, the U.S. Coast Guard, Customs and Border 
Protection and Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
 Homeland Security spokesman Adam Fetcher said the agency 
will review the letter and respond directly to the senators.
 “We have made critical security improvements along the north-
ern border – deploying additional Border Patrol agents, technol-
ogy and infrastructure, and, just two weeks ago, we successfully 
completed the first long-range CBP Predator-B unmanned aircraft 
patrol under expanded (Federal Aviation Administration) autho-
rization that extends the range of our approved airspace along the 
northern border by nearly 900 miles,” Fetcher said.
 Last week, President Barack Obama and Canada Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper announced an agreement for a “perim-
eter approach to security, working together within, at and away 
from the borders of our two countries.” 
 Still, the senators said more should be done.
 “We have the technology to prevent drug smuggling from low-
flying aircraft, now we need to use it,” said Sen. Sherrod Brown, of 
Ohio.
 Sen. Kirstin Gillibrand, of New York, said the problem “must 
be fought at its source.”
 Some members of Canada’s Parliament have dismissed 
American worries about security along the countries’ border. 
Immigration Minister Jason Kenney has said Canada has 
improved security.
 Use of radar in Washington state from 2005 to 2008 by the 
Departments of Defense and Homeland Security was considered 
a success in identifying low-flying, drug-smuggling aircraft that 
hadn’t been previously identified, said Sens. Charles Schumer, of 
New York, and Jon Tester, of Montana.
 “Given what is at stake in combating illegal cross-border activ-
ity, and given its past success, I write to ask your agencies to coor-
dinate in determining whether there are any available military 
technological assets anywhere around the world that can be more 
effectively deployed along our northern border to combat drug 
smuggling,” the senators wrote in the letter.
 PARIS (AP) – The teenage waitress disap-
peared one night after her shift. After a police 
hunt that gripped France, her severed limbs and 
head were found in the waters of an abandoned 
quarry.
 The suspect, 31 and recently out of prison, 
already had 15 convictions on his record. But did 
President Nicolas Sarkozy go too far by brand-
ing him a “monster?” Is the suspect “presumed 
guilty,” as Sarkozy said, and not presumed 
innocent before trial? And did judges and police 
deserve blame for failing to prevent the crime?
 The unpopular French president’s incautious 
comments about the suspect, and his com-
plaints of incompetence in the legal system, have 
sparked a revolt among judges, prosecutors and 
lawyers. Protesting magistrates have shut down 
almost all the country’s courthouses this week, 
with courts hearing only urgent cases.
 Judges wearing traditional long black or red 
robes demonstrated Thursday in cities through-
out France, with the main march in the western 
city of Nantes, near the crime scene, where some 
2,000 protesters streamed across the Loire River.
 In response to the anger, Sarkozy said he is 
ordering the justice minister to hold consulta-
tions with magistrates to find out “what is not 
working.”
 But Sarkozy, speaking on national television 
Thursday night, repeated harsh language about 
the suspect in the slaying, and expressed little 
patience for the magistrates’ methods. “The 
answer cannot be, ‘We’re going on strike.’”
 Sarkozy has been in a long standoff with the 
country’s magistrates, who have often accused 
him of meddling in the judicial system and plan-
ning reforms that threaten their independence.
 This time, the judges are backed by several 
unions of police – who are traditionally sup-
portive of conservative Sarkozy, a former interior 
minister.
 Officials have filed preliminary charges 
against suspect Tony Meilhon for the “kidnap-
ping followed by death” of Laetitia Perrais, an 
18-year-old waitress who disappeared Jan. 19 
after her restaurant shift in Pornic, in western 
France. Investigators are still probing the case, 
and no homicide charges have been filed.
 Critics say Sarkozy took advantage of the 
grisly case to burnish his tough-on-crime image 
ahead of 2012 presidential elections, in which he 
is widely expected to seek a second term.
 “It’s an old habit of his, using people’s 
legitimate feelings of outrage ... for ends that 
are clearly electoral and demagogical,” Nicolas 
Leger, national secretary of the USM magistrates 
union, told The Associated Press.
 Meilhon has declined the services of a law-
yer. In questioning soon after his arrest, he said 
Perrais died in a road accident, prosecutors said.
 Meilhon, who has been convicted for 15 
crimes ranging from theft to rape and has spent 
a decade behind bars, was released from prison 
in February 2010. His name appears on a French 
list of sex offenders and people with convic-
tions for violent crimes, according to a Justice 
Ministry statement. He was required to register 
his address with police.
 But Meilhon was never assigned to a proba-
tion office, which the Justice Ministry called a 
case of “dysfunction.”
 Sarkozy – whose blunt language sometimes 
shocks the French, accustomed to flowery diplo-
matic talk from their leaders – went further.
 “When you let someone out of prison such as 
this individual who is presumed guilty, without 
ensuring that he will be seen by a probation 
officer, that is a mistake,” Sarkozy said Feb. 3. 
“The people who covered up or let this mistake 
happen will be sanctioned. Those are the rules.”
 He added: “Our duty is to protect society 
from these monsters.”
 Critics complained that Sarkozy had con-
victed Meilhon without a trial.
 Michel-Antoine Thiers, of police union SNOP, 
said simply: “His comments shocked us.”
 French magistrates and police say it is the 
government’s right to probe whether anything 
went wrong in Meilhon’s case, but they are angry 
he promised sanctions even before investigating.
 In an unusual statement, the judges on 
France’s highest court, the Court of Cassation, 
scolded Sarkozy without mentioning him by 
name. They said they were “deeply concerned 
about the recent reactions and declarations” 
placing blame on magistrates.
 Judges nationwide also complain of small 
budgets and a lack of staff.
 The three sentencing judges assigned to the 
Nantes court that handled Meilhon’s case shared 
4,000 cases between them, the USM magistrates’ 
union said. It also pointed to a 2010 Council 
of Europe study on countries’ percent of gross 
domestic product spent per inhabitant on the 
justice system: France came in at No. 37 out of 
43, behind Azerbaijan and Armenia.
 In the Nantes march Thursday, the slain wait-
ress’ adoptive father, Gilles Patron, appealed to 
the magistrates “to not release repeat sex offend-
ers.”
French judges revolt, shut down courthouses 
LAWYERS WEARING MASKS reading 
“Forbidden of Expression”, demonstrate alongside 
judges in front of the Justice Palace in Nice, France 
Feb. 10. AP photo
 PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) – A suicide bomber linked to the 
Pakistani Taliban attacked soldiers during morning exercises 
at an army training camp in the northwest Thursday, killing 31 
troops and wounding 42 others.
 There were conflicting accounts about the identity of the 
bomber. The army and police said he was a teenager in a school 
uniform, but the Pakistani Taliban claimed he was a soldier at 
the camp in Mardan town who volunteered for the attack.
 The bombing showed that despite years of army operations 
against their hideouts along Pakistan’s border with Afghanistan, 
Taliban and al-Qaida-linked fighters retain the ability to strike 
back. It was one of the worst attacks on security forces in recent 
months.
 Senior police official Samad Khan said 31 soldiers died and 
42 were wounded, some critically. The army, which tends to 
release information much slower, put the death toll in an earlier 
statement at 20. All of those killed were cadets except for one, 
who was a drill instructor, said the army.
 An examination of the body parts at the scene indicated the 
bomber was a teenage boy, which is a common finding in suicide 
bombings in Pakistan, said Khan. The army also said he was a 
teenager in a school uniform. The training camp area holds sev-
eral army-run schools.
 Taliban spokesman Ahsanullah Ahsan disputed the govern-
ment’s account in a phone call to The Associated Press, saying 
the bomber was a soldier in Mardan who approached them and 
said “he wanted to sacrifice his life for Islam.”
 “We accepted his offer and told him to target his fellow sol-
diers in Mardan,” said Ahsan.
 Former army soldiers have been suspected in attacks in 
Pakistan, but a suicide bombing by an active duty soldier would 
be rare, if not unheard of.
 U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemned the suicide 
bombing and was appalled by the report that a child might have 
been used to commit the act, his spokesman Martin Nesirky 
said. Ban extended his condolences to the families of the victims 
and to the government of Pakistan, the spokesman added.
 Troops quickly cordoned off the area after the bombing and 
even police had a difficult time getting through. The same train-
ing facility was attacked by a suicide bomber in 2006 who killed 
35 soldiers.
 The army has staged multiple offensives in Pakistan’s north-
west aimed at taking out the Pakistani Taliban in recent years. 
Its efforts against the group, which is distinct from but linked to 
the Afghan Taliban, appear to have been largely successful – but 
violence persists.
 The U.S. has encouraged Pakistan to eliminate the Pakistani 
Taliban in the belief that the long-term stability of the nuclear-
armed Muslim nation is critical to global security.
 Washington also wants Islamabad to take out militants 
who focus on fighting the U.S. and NATO in Afghanistan but 
who have bases on Pakistani soil, in particular in the North 
Waziristan tribal region. But Pakistan has yet to mount an offen-
sive in that area.
 In North Waziristan on Thursday, the bullet-riddled bodies 
of two tribal police officials and a villager were discovered along 
an open road near the town of Mir Ali, a militant stronghold. A 
note attacked to the bodies accused them of acting as spies for 
the U.S., resident Asif Iqbal said.
 Intelligence officials said the three men had been kidnapped 
in January. Their bodies showed signs of torture, the officials 
said, speaking on condition of anonymity because they were not 
authorized to speak to media.
 Militants have killed numerous North Waziristan residents 
after accusing them of spying. The killings are often linked to 
allegations that local residents are providing intelligence on mili-
tants that helps the U.S. launch missile strikes in the area.
 Despite the danger from Islamist militants, the Pakistani 
army’s main focus continues to be the perceived threat from its 
archrival and nuclear-armed neighbor, India.
 Pakistan successfully test-fired a cruise missile capable of 
carrying “strategic and conventional war heads” from an undis-
closed location Thursday, said the army. It didn’t specify whether 
the missile – identified as a Hatf-VII Babur, with a range of 360 
miles (600 kilometers) – could carry a nuclear warhead.
 Pakistan and India have fought three wars since they gained 
independence from Britain in 1947 and routinely test different 
versions of their missiles, partly as a show of force.
Suicide bomber kills 31 soldiers in NW Pakistan 
VEHICLES CARRYING COFFINS head to the Pakistan army 
training camp in Mardan near Peshawar, Pakistan on Feb. 10. AP photo
Art and archives make up Caravaggio show 
 ROME (AP) – Art lovers will get rare glimpses of 
Caravaggio’s often violent life in an exhibit opening Friday in 
Rome and combining centuries-old documents from archives 
as well as paintings, including a portrait last seen in public 100 
years ago.
 Sant’Ivo alla Sapienza, a church with a courtyard designed 
by Baroque artist Borromini and later home to Italy’s state 
archives, hosts the show until May 15.
 Curators told reporters at a news conference Thursday that 
one document on display features a drawing done by a judge of 
a sword and dagger seized from Caravaggio, who was arrested 
for carrying weapons without proof of permit.
 Also plucked from the archives is a document of a lawsuit by 
another painter against the often-ill tempered Caravaggio, who 
lived from 1573 until 1610.
 On display is a portrait of Paul V, the early 17th-century pon-
tiff from the Borghese noble family in Rome. The pope lifted a 
death sentence against Caravaggio after he f led Rome in 1606 
for killing a man in a duel.
 The painting, attributed to Caravaggio, is from the private 
collection of the Borghese noble family, and was last shown in 
public 100 years ago, in Florence.
 Curators selected for the exhibit paintings by artists who 
had at some point been mentioned by Caravaggio and described 
by him as being among the “bad ones and good ones,” said 
Eugenio Lo Sardo, head of the Italian state archives.
 That means visitors will “be able to understand the artistic 
tastes of Caravaggio,” who thus becomes “your guide to the 
exhibition,” Lo Sardo told AP Television News.
 The artist is celebrated for his innovative use of “chiar-
oscuro,” a technique in which illuminated figures dramatically 
stand out against dark backgrounds.
A VIEWER INSPECTS THE PAINTING “David 
Contemplates the head of Goliath” by Orazio Gentileschi. AP photo
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Google, Facebook talk 
acquisition with Twitter
   NEW YORK (AP) – Google Inc. and 
Facebook Inc. have both held low-level 
talks with Twitter Inc. about purchas-
ing the privately held social network-
ing service, according to a report 
published Thursday.
 The talks have valued Twitter at $8 
billion to $10 billion, The Wall Street 
Journal said, citing unnamed people 
familiar with the matter. The Journal 
said the company had 2010 revenue of 
$45 million but lost money as it hired 
and invested in data centers.
 Investors have shown keen interest 
in social networking services in recent 
months. Last month, daily coupon 
website Groupon raised $950 million 
in financing after reportedly turning 
down Google’s offer to purchase it for 
$6 billion. 
Gas explosion kills 5 
in Allentown, Pa.
 ALLENTOWN, Pa. (AP) – A natu-
ral gas explosion rocked a downtown 
neighborhood overnight, killing 
five people, leveling two houses and 
spawning fires that burned for hours 
through an entire row of neighboring 
homes.
 Lehigh County Coroner Scott 
Grim said Thursday that all but one 
body had been recovered from the 
debris. The victims ranged in age 
from 4 months to 79 years old, fire 
Chief Robert Scheirer said.
 A couple in their 70s lived in a 
two-story row house that blew up 
about 10:45 p.m. Wednesday, police 
Chief Roger MacClean said. 
 Scheirer said 47 buildings were 
damaged, and eight were expected to 
be total losses.
 On Monday Feb. 7, The Utah 
Statesman published the results of 
a recent survey and failed to include 
the sample size of the poll. In total, 
228 students participated in the sur-




Top 10 Signs You’re Watching a Bad 
Cable Channel – February 8, 2011
10. All day: “Joanie Loves Chachi.” 
All night: “Joanie Loves Chachi” in 
Spanish.
9. It’s a history channel that focuses 
on everything since 1987.
8. Top show, about malfeasance in the 
cabbage industry entitled “Slaw and 
Order.”
7. Tonight’s news topic of discussion: 
“Ejipt.”
6. Only has two shows about crazy 
people making cupcakes.
5. All the financial advice is aimed at 
pets.
4. Most popular program, “The Daily 
Show with Jon Voight.”
3. It’s about guys named Todd by 
guys named Todd for guys named 
Todd.
2. New primetime show: “Who Wants 
to Text His Deal?”
1. All of its shows are from Oprah, 
but not THE Oprah. 
Ariz. governor countersues federal gov
 CARY, N.C. (AP) – A three-hour standoff at a 
North Carolina bank ended abruptly Thursday 
when police shot and killed the armed suspect after 
he led a hostage through the parking lot with a gun 
to her head.
 Television footage broadcast live during the din-
ner hour showed the man crumple to the ground 
after five officers fired on him outside a Wachovia 
bank in Cary, a suburb about 10 miles west of 
Raleigh.
 “This is not how we wanted this to end,” Cary 
Police Chief Pat Bazemore said.
 None of the seven hostages, including one who 
stayed hidden from the gunman and relayed infor-
mation to police, nor the dozens of officers who sur-
rounded the bank were injured, Bazemore said.
 The standoff began around 3 p.m. when the 
man came inside the Wachovia and tried to rob the 
bank, authorities said.
 Police arrived within two minutes and the man 
took hostages.
 Two women were released shortly after police 
arrived, and two more people were released an hour 
later. TV footage showed one of them running away 
quickly.
 The second hostage fell to the ground just out-
side the bank’s door and didn’t move. Two officers 
quickly ran up, helped her to her feet, then ran 
backward, never moving their guns from the build-
ing’s door.
 About two hours later, the suspect slowly walked 
out of the bank with the hostage, pointing a gun at 
her. He was shot after the woman went to her knees 
in the parking lot.
 “I’m shaken. I hope I don’t have to see something 
like that again,” said 16-year-old Zackery Marvel, 
who watched the dramatic conclusion from his 
apartment several hundred yards away.
 Bazemore said, “It is a very sad situation that we 
did end up shooting the suspect.”
 Hostages were talking to police and being united 
with their families, she said. The gunman’s next 
of kin were being notified so his name was not yet 
released.
 The hostage drama shook the normally quiet 
town of 137,000. The bank was not far from the 
Kids R Kids daycare, where officers helped evacuate 
about 100 children to safety. Four schools near the 
bank were also locked down.
POLICE RUN WITH A HOSTAGE at a 
Wachovia Bank in Cary, N.C., where an armed man 
took four people hostage Feb. 10. AP photo
NC bank standoff ends, suspect shot
 PHOENIX (AP) – Gov. Jan Brewer 
sued the federal government Thursday 
for failing to control Arizona’s border 
with Mexico and enforce immigration 
laws, and for sticking the state with 
huge costs associated with jailing ille-
gal immigrants who commit crimes.
 The lawsuit claims the federal gov-
ernment has failed to protect Arizona 
from an “invasion” of illegal immi-
grants. It seeks increased reimburse-
ments and extra safeguards, such as 
additional border fences.
 Brewer’s court filing serves as a 
countersuit in the federal government’s 
legal challenge to Arizona’s new 
enforcement immigration law. The U.S. 
Justice Department is seeking to invali-
date the law.
 “Because the federal government 
has failed to protect the citizens 
of Arizona, I am left with no other 
choice,” Brewer said as sign-carrying 
protesters yelled chants at her and at 
other champions of the immigration 
law.
  A spokesman for the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, 
which is in charge of policing the coun-
try’s borders, called Brewer’s lawsuit a 
meritless action and said Border Patrol 
staffing is higher than ever.
 “Not only do actions like this ignore 
all of the statistical evidence, they also 
belittle the significant progress that 
our men and women in uniform have 
made to protect this border and the 
people who live alongside it,” spokes-
man Matthew Chandler said. “We 
welcome any state and local govern-
ment or law enforcement agency to join 
with us to address the remaining chal-
lenges.”
 Brewer’s lawsuit seeks a court order 
that would require the federal govern-
ment to take extra steps to protect 
Arizona – such as more border fences 
– until the border is controlled. Brewer 
also asks for additional border agents 
and technology along the state’s border 
with Mexico.
 The governor isn’t seeking a lump-
sum award, but rather asks for policy 
changes in the way the federal govern-
ment reimburses states for the costs 
of jailing illegal immigrants who are 
convicted of state crimes. Such changes 
would give the state more reimburse-
ment.
 Arizona’s enforcement law was 
passed amid years of complaints that 
the federal government hasn’t done 
enough to lessen the state’s role as the 
nation’s busiest illegal entry point. Its 
passage ignited protests over whether 
the law would lead to racial profiling, 
and prompted lawsuits by the Justice 
Department, civil rights groups and 
other opponents seeking to have it 
thrown out.
 The law would have required police, 
while enforcing other laws, to question 
a person’s immigration status if offi-
cers had reasonable suspicion the per-
son was in the country illegally. That 
requirement was put on hold by U.S. 
District Judge Susan Bolton, along with 
a mandate that immigrants obtain or 
carry immigration registration papers.
 The judge, however, let other parts 
of the law take effect, such as a provi-
sion that bans people from blocking 
traffic while seeking or offering day-
labor services on streets.
 Brewer challenged Bolton’s decision 
in an appeals court in San Francisco. 
She argued the judge erred by accept-
ing speculation by the federal govern-
ment that the law might burden legal 
immigrants, and by concluding the 
federal government likely would pre-
vail. Brewer’s appeal is still pending.
 Arizona Attorney General Tom 
Horne, one of the lawyers defending 
the law on behalf of the state, said 
Arizona bears staggering costs from 
illegal immigration, yet the federal gov-
ernment maintains the state is prevent-
ed from assisting in the enforcement of 
federal immigration law.
 Horne said Washington has failed 
to protect the state against an invasion 
by illegal immigrants.
 “The word ‘invasion’ does not neces-
sarily mean invasion of one country by 
another country,” Horne said. “It can 
FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT officials remove protestors from the Feb. 
10, outside the Sandra Day O’Connor Federal Courthouse in Phoenix. AP photo
Egypt’s Mubarak refuses to step down
 CAIRO (AP) – Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak refused 
to step down or leave the country and instead 
handed his powers to his vice president Thursday, 
remaining president and ensuring regime control 
over the reform process. Stunned protesters in 
central Cairo who demand his ouster waved their 
shoes in contempt and shouted, “Leave, leave, 
leave.”
 The rapidly moving events raised the question 
of whether a rift had opened between Mubarak 
and the military command. Hours earlier, the 
military announced it had stepped in to secure 
the country, and a top general announced to pro-
testers in Tahrir Square that all their demands 
would soon be met, raising cries of victory that 
Mubarak was on his way out.
 Several hundred thousand protesters packed 
into Tahrir Square, ecstatic with expectation 
that Mubarak would announce his resignation 
in his nighttime address. Instead, they watched 
in shocked silence as he spoke, slapping their 
foreheads in anger and disbelief. Some broke 
into tears. After he finished, they broke out into 
chants for him to go.
 Around a 1,000 marched on the state televi-
sion building several blocks away. Some in the 
opposition were calling on the military to inter-
vene.
 Immediately after Mubarak’s speech, Vice 
President Omar Suleiman called on the protesters 
to “go home” and asked Egyptians to “unite and 
look to the future.”
A PROTESTER IS OVERCOME by emotion 
as he prematurely celebrates prior to the televised 
speech of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, in which 
they believed he would step down. AP photo
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This Valentine’s
Eat Your Heart Out!
Prime Rib & Shrimp Buffet $21.95
Reservations: 435.750.5171
Enter Through East Side of Building at Riverwoods.
Feb. 12th, 5 pm - 9 pm
6
 When the USU choirs take the stage Friday, they won’t be 
donning black dresses or ties. Trading formal wear for tie-dye 
and beads, the combined forces of the USU Chamber Singers, 
University Chorale and Women’s choir will perform a show 
combining the best of 1970s bands, including Kansas, Earth 
Wind and Fire, ABBA,  Billy Joel and Led Zeppelin.
 “It’s been fun to learn this old music that our parents lis-
tened to,” said Adrea Anderson, a sophomore in choral educa-
tion. “This is totally different from normal. It’s a breath of 
fresh air.”
 The idea for a concert consisting entirely of music written, 
recorded or released in the ‘70s has been a long time in the 
making.  Five years ago, USU did a similar concert as a trib-
ute to the Beatles. Not only was it a huge success, said Choral 
Director Cory Evans, but schools across the nation saw it and 
imitated it.  
 Irv Nelson, a member of local band Fender Benders who 
will play with the choirs, said few, if any, universities in the 
nation get an opportunity like this. Nelson commissioned six 
of the pieces that will be performed.
 He said it’s been a complicated process to make it come 
together but he’s pleased with the results.
 “Some of the stuff we’re doing is very difficult music. 
Nobody does Boston and Sticks and Kansas,” Nelson said. “It’s 
been a challenge, but it’s been fun to learn it. Anybody can 
play “Taking Care of Business” but the stuff we’re doing for 
this concert is unusual.”
 With more than 125 years of combined musical experi-
ence, the five members of the Fender Benders have a single 
goal, authenticity. Nelson said that they try to stay true to the 
sound of the original music as much as possible.
 Evans said the choir program at USU shares this goal.
 “It’s been difficult to put stuff together and to really be 
accurate, precise and stylistically correct,” Evans said. “It’s a 
bigger challenge than you would think. We don’t want this 
to sound like a sing-along. We’ve really tried to make this an 
artistic experience.”
 While some of Evans’ teaching methods may not be con-
ventional, Nelson said he has seen firsthand the methods and 
success behind Evan’s instruction. “Show Me Thy Ways”, a 
CD released by the Chamber 
Singers last year, was a 
Grammy Award nominee.
 Before beginning the 
pieces for That ‘70s Concert, 
Anderson said her choir 
spent a whole class watching YouTube videos, trying to pick 
up on the style of the bands they would be covering.
 “Cory Evans is an amazing, amazing conductor of choirs,” 
Nelson said. “Not too many university chorale groups would 
do this.”
 Anderson said, “I think our directors are doing something 
out of the ordinary. Vocally, the production is the same but 
our sound is what’s different.”
 Evans said while classical music should be the focus of 
every collegiate level choral program, he is of the opinion that 
any genre of music can be just as rewarding. As a large per-
centage of his students are choral education majors, he wants 
them to take a broad spectrum 
of music into their own class-
rooms when they graduate. His 
philosophy is that students 
should be exposed to as many 
opportunities and different 
kinds of music as are available.
 “I feel like if they are to be 
prepared to go out and teach 
junior high and high school, 
they need to have had experi-
ence putting together all types 
of different types of music and 
concerts rather than just classi-
cal,” he said.
 Evans said another advan-
tage to rock and pop music is 
that it requires very rhythmic 
precision.
 “Everybody’s gotta have the 
beat,” he said. “Often with opera, there’s a very rubato tempo 
and rhythm tends to be a little bit mushy, but with rock and 
roll you can’t get away with that. It’s really challenged the stu-
dents.”
 Todd Jeppson, a freshman in choral education and piano 
performance said that though the rhythms were difficult to 
master, it has made preforming all the more exciting.
 “It’s a lot of fun, rocking music,” he said. “I think it’s a great 
opportunity, this is fantastic music with a great melody. It’s a 
totally different style most people aren’t used to.”
 Evans hopes the wide variety in the concert will attract 
those who don’t usually attend art or choir events. An event 
like this, he said, not only fosters a connection between the 
community and the University, but creates a basis for more 
concerts like it to be preformed in the future.
 “Come out, because this isn’t your typical choir con-
cert. Parents know this music, we’ve both rocked out to it,” 
Anderson said. “If you don’t think choirs can sing ‘70s rock...”
 Evans said though some people might see the concert as 
not “artistically worthy”, the onslaught of new of the new TV 
shows like “Glee” have gotten into people’s minds, making 
them want to listen and preform classic rock and pop songs.
 “So maybe we’re crazy, and maybe we don’t do this all 
the time because I feel a tremendous responsibility to teach 
kids how to perform,” Evans said.“But I also feel like music is 
music. Whatever the genre, whatever the time period, if it’s 
done well it can all be artistically satisfying.”
–  allee.evensen@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Valentine’s Day production goes ‘down there’
USU combined choirs flash back to the seventies
 It’s an organ, and when mentioned in seri-
ous conversation, it is talked about in hush-
hush tones. Its name is rarely used outside 
of a health class or doctor’s office. One play 
changes that, nullifying conservative stigmas 
surrounding women and praising the term of 
their most private part: vagina.
 “At first, it’s kind of shocking, but it’s 
empowering,” said Hannah Gilman represen-
tative for LGBT Allies on campus.
 According to the website for “The Vagina 
Monologues,” it is a play based on hundreds 
of interviews conducted by playwright Eve 
Ensler. 
 The collection disregards any and all res-
ervations and formerly conservative outlooks 
of the female sex organ. It chronicles un-dis-
cussed vaginal experiences and reveals not-
so-well-known facts about women and their 
parts that address women’s sexuality and 
social stigma surrounding rape and abuse.
 “The Vagina Monologues” documents 
occurrences that are hardly, if ever, publicized 
in such a blunt, graphic manner.
 In the introduction of her book about The 
Vagina Monologues, Ensler wrote, “I was wor-
ried about what we think about vaginas, and 
even more worried that we don’t think about 
them. There’s so much darkness and secrecy 
surrounding them.”
 Ensler said she interviewed over 200 
women of all demographics: African 
American women, white women, homeless 
women, young women, young girls, elderly 
women and foreign women. Once she collect-
ed their stories, some as composite interviews 
and some verbatim, she compiled them into 
a book and began to perform the piece on 
stage. After her performances, women would 
approach her to share their own stories.
 “Night after night I heard the same stories, 
women being raped as teenagers, in college 
as little girls, as elderly women,” she wrote. 
“Slowly it dawned on me that nothing was 
more important than stopping the violence 
toward women. Women echoed each other. I 
let the voices bleed into one another.”
 She said in all her interviews, she only met 
two women who had never been victims of 
incest or rape.
 According to Ensler’s book, performances 
of “The Vagina Monologues” sparked a world-
wide event now known as V-Day. Around 
Valentine’s Day, institutions and organiza-
tions such as universities, this year including 
USU, and even Broadway perform the script, 
raising awareness and funds to support local 
groups working to stop violence toward 
women.
 According to the website, V-Day started as 
a single event in New York City on Valentine’s 
Day in 1998 and raised $250,000. Since its 
conception, the program has grown to over 
5,400 events. Once a year, in February, March 
and April, Ensler allows all institutions and 
organizations involved in V-Day to produce 
a performance of the play, using all proceeds 
to invest in local and individual projects and 
programs that work to end violence against 
women and girls.
 V-Day’s mission statement says the goal is 
“to increase awareness, raise money and revi-
talize the spirit of existing anti-violence orga-
nizations. V-Day generates broader attention 
for the fight to stop violence against women 
and girls, including rape, battery, incest, 
female genital mutilation and sex slavery.”
 “It’s a cool movement. We’re excited to 
see the performances. And it’s something to 
do on Valentines Day,” said Jake Nelson, vice 
president for USU’s Allies on Campus.
 Nelson said this isn’t the first time USU 
has taken part in V-day and produce a perfor-
mance of “The Vagina Monologues,” but it has 
been a few years since the last time it came to 
USU. This year, there are 15 local performers 
participating, mostly students. It will be per-
formed both on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14 and 
on Tuesday, Feb. 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the TSC 
auditorium.
 “We hope it will raise awareness about 
violence against women. It will make the 
word vagina less dirty and more acceptable,” 
Nelson said.
 
Gilman said due to its controversial nature, 
it may not be as well received a group here at 
USU might like.
 “It will be something we have to build 
upon,” she said. “But once they understand 
what The Vagina Monologues is, they’ll be 
more receptive to it.”
 Ensler wrote, “In order for the human race 
to continue, women must be safe and empow-
ered.”
– shanelle.b@aggiemail.usu.edu
THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES is a play that has been shown at many universities and even on 
Broadway. Rachel Sumner (Above) rehearses for USU’s performance to raise awareness for the treat-
ment of women. BENJAMIN WOOD photo
By SHANELLE GALLOWAY
staff writer
USU COMBINED CHOIRS rehearse a concert with music of the ‘70s. Local band Fender Bender will be accompanying the student 
choirs. Members will be setting aside traditional choral uniforms and wearing clothing from that time period. JON LARSEN photos
By ALLEE EVENSEN
staff writer
“I think our 
directors are 
doing something 
out of the ordi-
nary. Vocally, the 
productions is 
the same but our 
sound is what’s 
different.”
– Adrea Anderson, 
choral education
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My top picks for Valentine’s tunes
 We’re approaching that 
time of year again, when 
every storefront is covered 
in hearts, candies are all 
suddenly cherry-f lavored 
and forgetful boyfriends are 
scrambling to find a mean-
ingful gift for their girl. The 
time when lovers love and 
relationships are either 
founded, strengthened or 
ended. And in addition, the 
best excuse to gorge on chocolate since Christmas.
 In my quest to give love to the world, I have chosen 
some of my favorite love songs to share with you today. I 
haven’t chosen just any love songs, I’ve picked ones that 
truly show love. I haven’t discriminated as to whether the 
songs are happy or sad, I figure that love is love, whether it 
hurts or not.
 With no particular order, the first is Dashboard 
Confessional’s “Hands Down.” From the album “A Mark, 
a Mission, a Brand, a Scar,” this is one of the songs that 
pushed Dashboard into popularity, and for good reason. It 
just rocks, aside from the fact that it’s a great love song. 
 Pulsing power chords in the guitar with a tense, almost-
frantic high-hat rhythm and nearly-whispered vocals set 
up the feeling of the whole song – the story of two young 
lovers hiding out, just “doing nothing at all,” as the song 
says. It is an incredibly honest depiction of young love, the 
feeling of hiding from the world, of turning simple things 
like hanging out into an almost unreal love story.
 Next is Death Cab For Cutie’s “What Sarah Said,” from 
the album “Plans.” This may seem like an odd choice to 
some. Try listening to it again, if you thought that. A great 
drum part supports the simple piano line and clear voice 
of Ben Gibbard. 
 The truly beautiful thing about this song is the story it 
tells; the story of sitting in the waiting room of a hospital, “a 
place where we only say goodbye.” It gives you the feeling 
of losing yourself in the emotions of anticipating the death 
of a loved one, while “thinking of what Sarah said, that love 
is watching someone die.”
 Yes, this song is sad. It’s downright depressing when 
seen in the wrong light. But when looked at from a differ-
ent perspective, it can be inspiring. Gibbard is telling us 
that if you love someone, you will be with them through 
their ups and downs. 
 You will stand with them, even when it is hard for you. 
Even when you want to run away and forget it all, when 
you feel like if you stay even a second longer your chest 
will tear in two, if you love them you will stay with them.
 Another great song about young love is Blink-182’s 
“Going Away to College,” from the album “Enema of the 
State.” Yeah, I can hardly believe that I’m citing Blink as 
truly showing love, but I am. The song is about a guy look-
ing back at his high school sweetheart, wondering how she 
feels now that he’s gone and desperately holding on to his 
memories of her.
 It is definitely a less mature example of love than what 
is shown in “What Sarah Said,” but its youthful honesty is 
what makes it great, and often more accessible. While not 
all of us have felt the pain of losing a loved one, I’m sure 
more have left the pain of moving away and being forced 
to leave a loved one behind. The anguish that comes from 
not knowing what happened after a breakup and the 
uncertainty of not knowing how the other person feels is 
something we can all relate to.
 The last song I have room to talk about is Ben Folds’ 
“The Luckiest,” from his album “Rockin’ the Suburbs.” The 
beautiful piano part gives wonderful contour to the musi-
cal lines of the song as it is accentuated by a full string sec-
tion, giving the song a sweeping feeling. It speaks of love 
in a way that is in some ways very traditional, but in others 
very not so.  For example, Folds tells the story of an 
old couple that died within days of each other and says, “I 
know that’s a strange way to tell that I know we belong.” 
This song is not the type of song where the lyrics were con-
structed to fit together, to rhyme or flow in an organized 
cadence. They appear to be included in the song because 
Folds was actually thinking these things, actually thinking 
that he is “the luckiest.”
 To all you anti-Valentine’s Day cynics out there, I want 
to ask you to forget the commercialism, to forget the dumb 
gifts and even forget the scars from your past relationships. 
Open up your hearts and show some love on Monday. 
 I don’t care if you’re a guy or girl, young or old, dating 
someone or single, just go show someone that you care for 
them. Heck, I don’t even care if it’s someone you’re roman-
tically interested in. Give them a hug. Tell them you care. 
It’s not often that we have a holiday specifically devoted to 
love, so we had better take advantage of it.
– rex.colin.mitchell@aggiemail.usu.edu
Rex Colin Mitchell
                    Rhythm 
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DC Universe fun, for a little while
 T h e 
M a s s i v e l y 
Multiplayer 
O n l i n e 
( M M O ) 
game land-




most of the 
games are 
about half as recognizable as the pas-
sengers of said vehicle. So what do you 
get when the company that brings you 
Superman and Batman decides to toss its 
hat into the ring? You get “DC Universe 
Online” from Sony Online Entertainment, 
a game that is mostly fun to play, but suf-
fers from a few design flaws.
 The story begins with a future ver-
sion of Superman’s archenemy, Lex Luthor, 
escaping from the game’s ultimate enemy. 
Brainiac, who seeks to absorb earth and 
it’s specialness with a multitude of little 
robots called exobytes, that just happen to 
give regular people a host of superpowers 
stolen from the heroes of Lex’s future.
 Once the stage is set, however, the over-
arching story is given a backseat to a series 
of small, self-contained stories where your 
character, who can be a hero or a villain, 
fights against popular characters from the 
comic universe you inhabit. This ultimately 
works to its benefit, allowing players to 
divide their game time into smaller chap-
ters if their time is limited.
 Gameplay is where the game shows its 
strengths and weaknesses, with a couple 
of bizarre design decisions marring an 
otherwise exciting adventure of super-
heroes and villains. Character creation is 
streamlined compared to other super hero 
MMOs,  letting you build the hero of your 
dreams with ease.
 The game sets a few strange limits on 
choice, however, and your character can 
only choose from six very strange power 
sets, including fire powers, gadgets, and 
sorcery, one of three movement powers 
and a handful of weapons that will serve 
as your basic attacks for the rest of the 
game.
 You can also only have three total colors 
for your outfit, which mostly just serves 
to keep everything aesthetically pleasing. 
After a quick tutorial, your character is tele-
ported to your mentor-of-choice’s police 
station or night club, and you’re given 
tasks to beat up crooks as well as Batman 
and Wonder Woman.
 As stated, each main quest is its own 
story, consisting of a couple simple tasks 
like gathering items dropped by various 
henchmen, and ending with an infiltra-
tion of the enemy’s stronghold to defeat a 
famous character from DC Comics.
 These boss fights are a highlight of the 
game, teaming you up with one of your 
side heroes for a more strategic fight in 
lieu of the button mashing from the rest 
of the game. Aquaman, for example, sum-
mons a series of aquatic creatures for you 
to battle, while mad monkey Gorilla Grodd 
tries to mind control you and your buddy 
The Flash.
 If you’re feeling friendly, you can team 
up with three friends or strangers and 
respond to the game’s alerts, fighting much 
more difficult enemies in exotic locales like 
Area 51 or the moon.
 The game’s graphics are less than spec-
tacular, with a considerable amount of 
textures taking minutes to load even after 
the game’s many, excruciatingly long load 
screens. Enemies more than 10 feet in 
front of you have their animation frames 
reduced to about a quarter of their total, 
resulting in giant menacing robots sham-
bling at you like they’re stuck in some ter-
rible stop-motion cinema.
 The cities you inhabit, while enormous, 
seem like ghost towns you’re forced to 
sprint through to get to actual action 
zones, and are about as interesting as a 
third grader’s model of the solar system. 
Luckily, your various movement abilities 
let you bypass much of the vast emptiness 
quickly, and you’ll rarely care how barren 
the supposedly bustling metropolises are.
 Also, barring a few performances like 
Adam Baldwin, Kevin Conroy and Mark 
Hamill as Superman, Batman and The 
Joker, the voice acting in the game is sim-
ply terrible. Every hero and villain speaks 
stiffly, emotions are imperceptible or over-
acted, and the random remarks from citi-
zens are hilarious in how utterly awful they 
are.
 In contrast to this, the soundtrack to the 
game is fantastic, capturing the optimism 
of Metropolis and the crime-ridden streets 
of Gotham City in a few magnificent bars.
 In the end, “DC Universe Online” is a 
game that’s fun for the first few hours, but 
becomes increasingly tedious as you reach 
the level 30 cap, which culminates in the 
game asking you to redo every single quest 
on hard mode to unlock the best gear.
 It’s a blast to play with some friends, 
though, so if you’re interested, you’ll have 
to convince a group to take the dive with 
you. Just remember to figure out a good 
way to talk to each other, because the 
game’s text chat is pretty much impossible 
to work with on the PS3’s controller. “DC 
Universe online” is $60, and has a recur-
ring $15 monthly fee.
– nathan.c@aggiemail.usu.edu
DC UNIVERSE IS AN online game and fun to play with friends for the first little while. There are a flew design flaws that decrease ablility to have a fun 
gameplay.
Nathan Christensen
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Walking on a bank of thin slippery ice
 It takes guts to walk on 
ice. Not the ice that crusts 
on the sidewalks on the 
way to campus. That’s just 
sneaky, double-crossing ice 
that throws you on your 
butt in front of your friends 
before you even saw that it 
was there.
 Nor am I talking about 
the ice that covers lakes. 
That stuff is so thick that you 
would trust it to take your girl out on a friendly date and 
not make a move.
 I am talking about the kind of ice my buddies and I 
found up Dry Creek Canyon. When the conditions are 
right, this rambling stream will partially freeze, resulting 
in a thin layer of solid ice bridging the shores, while cold 
water continues to flow underneath. This is the kind of ice 
it takes guts to walk on.
 The ice on a lake never double crosses you, the stuff 
on sidewalks attacks you without warning. But these ice 
bridges across the creek wait for you to come to them. 
They wait silently for you to reach down and summon the 
courage to step out onto them, to trust them implicitly.
 This ice holds no guarantee to support your weight, no 
promise to deliver you dry on the other side. They only 
beckon, emitting an unmet challenge simply by their exis-
tence.
 Again, it takes guts to walk on ice. Not the kind of guts 
that it takes to wrestle your roommate to the ground when 
he attempts to sneak attack you. Those kind of guts leave 
you with no time to consider, only to act. There is no 
debate or moment of oscillation in this case, just action.
 Nor am I talking about the kind of guts it takes to send 
off applications for medical school. You have spent years 
preparing for that, chalking up countless hours studying 
and working. Those are “of course I am going to move 
forward and the decision is already made” sorts of guts.
 No, we are talking about guts you need when you are 
faced with a decision, a challenge, a call to action, and 
then left to debate your action for a moment. These are 
the guts you need when that girl at the party is obviously 
about to leave and you need her digits in your phone. 
 These are the guts you need when you stand at the base 
of the climb and look up, wondering if you are in over your 
head. These are the guts you need to take that first step 
out onto thin ice.
 I look at the ice bridge. The gurgle of the water flowing 
underneath echoes between my ears, beckoning, calling. 
The logical part of my brain is churning out reasons in 
double time for me not to step out onto the ice. I knock 
the snow off my snowshoes to buy some time to think, 
then look back at the ice, summing it all up in my mind. For 
a moment, the world calms, I clear my thoughts, and then 
there are just guts and ice.
 My buddy says it’s probably not worth it. Cold, wet, 
frozen pants four miles from the trailhead, the six hundred 
dollar camera in hand and no way out but the snowshoes 
on your feet all say the same thing.  But whatever it is inside 
me, maybe it’s guts, maybe it’s pride, says “step on the ice”. 
It says, “It’s not about if the ice holds you or not, its about 
you taking the step, whether or not the ice held you.”
 Two steps in, I am at midstream. I snap the photo. The 
ice held.
   
– dustin.nash@aggiemail.usu.edu




              Dusty’s 
Trails
Dusty Nash
“The Roomate” makes 
homework look good
 I can’t live 
with “The 
Roommate.” 




a movie out 
of respect 
for the work 
that the cast 
and crew 
put into it, but this movie was definitely an 
exception to that rule.
 “The Roommate” begins at the start of 
a school year, when Sara, played by Minka 
Kelly, is anxious to meet her roommate 
and neighbors. After a night of partying, 
she meets Rebecca, played by Leighton 
Meester, who introduces herself as Sara’s 
new roommate.
 Sara enjoys her social life and gets 
to make new friends, including a hand-
some drummer that she quickly becomes 
attached to. Rebecca is antisocial and iso-
lates herself from everyone except Sara.
 Over the course of the semester, 
Rebecca becomes increasingly possessive 
of Sara, and she harms anyone who gets 
close to Sara, but effectively keeps Sara 
oblivious through threats and tears.
 For Thanksgiving, Rebecca takes Sara 
to her house, and while there, Rebecca’s 
mother asks Sara if Rebecca had been tak-
ing her medication. Sara quizzically asks, 
“Medication?” but isn’t given the time to 
ask for more information. That question, 
however, arouses suspicion of Rebecca’s 
actions and intent.
 “The Roommate” is a predictable psy-
chological thriller, and it really doesn’t add 
to the genre at all.
 The movie would probably have earned 
an R-rating if they had added a few more 
swear words and a bit more blood. It was 
full of violence and sexual content, espe-
cially when Rebecca used her feminine 
wiles to lure some of her victims.
 Rebecca grew up in a house that was 
never home to her. Her parents say that 
they are “fond of her,” but she desperately 
desires love. She tries to do whatever she 
can to feel loved, but fixates her desires on 
Sara.
 I’m not familiar with the primary actors 
in the movie, with the exception of Alyson 
Michalka, who plays neighbor Tracy 
Morgan. She was in a few Disney movies 
has dabbled in a few movies and series 
since. The other actor with any portion of 
fame would be Cam Gigandet of “Twilight” 
fame, who plays Sara’s boyfriend, Stephen, 
in “The Roommate.”
 Kelly, who plays Sara, is a Megan Fox 
look-alike and, just like Fox, was probably 
used for her looks, although she’s starred 
in Friday Night Lights. Meester, of “Gossip 
Girl” fame is haunting as Rebecca, but she 
doesn’t give enough depth to the character 
to be believable.
 There was nothing special about the 
music. The score was mediocre at best, and 
the songs were by third- or fourth-rate art-
ists.
 The best part of the entire film was the 
end credits, because it meant the end of 
the torture that was this movie. 
 Given the choice between “The 










“THE ROOMATE” IS a horror film about a college student who stalks her roomate. There are no 
redeeming qualities about this movie. 
Your roommate may be psychotic if:
1. Your friends tell you there’s something up with your room-
mate.
2. You quickly become their best friend, or only friend.
3. They always ask you where you’ve been and who you’ve 
been with.
4. They seem jealous when you spend time with other people.
5. They stalk you.
6. Bad things start happening to the people you complain 
about.
7. They creep out your friends.
8. They like morbid things like bloody art.
9. They draw pictures of you all the time.
10. They insult others constantly.
11. They talk to your ex whom you’ve been avoiding since the 
breakup.
12. They are overprotective of you.
13. You find an unopened bottle of Zyprexa in their drawer.
14. They keep a utility knife with their pens and pencils.
15. They pierce their ears or get a tattoo – just for you.
12
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U.S. military radar eyed for drug crackdown
 ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) – U.S. senators from states along and 
near the nation’s northern border requested Thursday that the 
Department of Defense provide military radar to crack down on 
what they said is a growing problem of using low-flying aircraft in 
drug trafficking.
 Drug smuggling across the border with Canada is much more 
prevalent than indicated by the number of cases in which drugs 
have been seized, according to a federal report from November.
 Less than 1 percent of the 4,000-mile border is considered 
under the operational control of U.S. border officials, a General 
Accountability Office report found this month. Most areas of the 
northern border are remote and inaccessible by traditional patrol 
methods, the report said.
 Pennsylvania’s U.S. Sen. Bob Casey, who requested the study, 
said that’s “not acceptable.”
 “A multi-pronged attack is required to catch drug smugglers 
or terrorists before they can cross the border over Lake Erie into 
Pennsylvania or other northern states,” Casey said.
 Sen. Herb Kohl, from Wisconsin, said northern border smug-
gling “is a growing problem.”
 “We hear about the path of illegal drugs form Chicago and the 
spread of meth from our western borders,” Kohl said, “but secur-
ing our northern border is too often overlooked.”
 Customs and Border Protection said it believes it can detect 
illegal entries and respond to and deal with them on only about 32 
miles of the northern border. The Border Patrol was aware of all 
illegal border crossings on only 25 percent of the border, or 1,000 
miles, the GAO report said.
 The effort by the Democratic senators comes after the 
Department of Homeland Security said it added Border Patrol 
agents, new technology and more. More than 2,200 agents are 
assigned to the northern border, a 700 percent increase since the 
2001 terrorist attacks. The tools include thermal camera systems 
and mobile surveillance systems.
 Recent U.S.-Canada agreements allow law enforcement to share 
information and cross-training involving the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, the U.S. Coast Guard, Customs and Border 
Protection and Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
 Homeland Security spokesman Adam Fetcher said the agency 
will review the letter and respond directly to the senators.
 “We have made critical security improvements along the north-
ern border – deploying additional Border Patrol agents, technol-
ogy and infrastructure, and, just two weeks ago, we successfully 
completed the first long-range CBP Predator-B unmanned aircraft 
patrol under expanded (Federal Aviation Administration) autho-
rization that extends the range of our approved airspace along the 
northern border by nearly 900 miles,” Fetcher said.
 Last week, President Barack Obama and Canada Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper announced an agreement for a “perim-
eter approach to security, working together within, at and away 
from the borders of our two countries.” 
 Still, the senators said more should be done.
 “We have the technology to prevent drug smuggling from low-
flying aircraft, now we need to use it,” said Sen. Sherrod Brown, of 
Ohio.
 Sen. Kirstin Gillibrand, of New York, said the problem “must 
be fought at its source.”
 Some members of Canada’s Parliament have dismissed 
American worries about security along the countries’ border. 
Immigration Minister Jason Kenney has said Canada has 
improved security.
 Use of radar in Washington state from 2005 to 2008 by the 
Departments of Defense and Homeland Security was considered 
a success in identifying low-flying, drug-smuggling aircraft that 
hadn’t been previously identified, said Sens. Charles Schumer, of 
New York, and Jon Tester, of Montana.
 “Given what is at stake in combating illegal cross-border activ-
ity, and given its past success, I write to ask your agencies to coor-
dinate in determining whether there are any available military 
technological assets anywhere around the world that can be more 
effectively deployed along our northern border to combat drug 
smuggling,” the senators wrote in the letter.
 PARIS (AP) – The teenage waitress disap-
peared one night after her shift. After a police 
hunt that gripped France, her severed limbs and 
head were found in the waters of an abandoned 
quarry.
 The suspect, 31 and recently out of prison, 
already had 15 convictions on his record. But did 
President Nicolas Sarkozy go too far by brand-
ing him a “monster?” Is the suspect “presumed 
guilty,” as Sarkozy said, and not presumed 
innocent before trial? And did judges and police 
deserve blame for failing to prevent the crime?
 The unpopular French president’s incautious 
comments about the suspect, and his com-
plaints of incompetence in the legal system, have 
sparked a revolt among judges, prosecutors and 
lawyers. Protesting magistrates have shut down 
almost all the country’s courthouses this week, 
with courts hearing only urgent cases.
 Judges wearing traditional long black or red 
robes demonstrated Thursday in cities through-
out France, with the main march in the western 
city of Nantes, near the crime scene, where some 
2,000 protesters streamed across the Loire River.
 In response to the anger, Sarkozy said he is 
ordering the justice minister to hold consulta-
tions with magistrates to find out “what is not 
working.”
 But Sarkozy, speaking on national television 
Thursday night, repeated harsh language about 
the suspect in the slaying, and expressed little 
patience for the magistrates’ methods. “The 
answer cannot be, ‘We’re going on strike.’”
 Sarkozy has been in a long standoff with the 
country’s magistrates, who have often accused 
him of meddling in the judicial system and plan-
ning reforms that threaten their independence.
 This time, the judges are backed by several 
unions of police – who are traditionally sup-
portive of conservative Sarkozy, a former interior 
minister.
 Officials have filed preliminary charges 
against suspect Tony Meilhon for the “kidnap-
ping followed by death” of Laetitia Perrais, an 
18-year-old waitress who disappeared Jan. 19 
after her restaurant shift in Pornic, in western 
France. Investigators are still probing the case, 
and no homicide charges have been filed.
 Critics say Sarkozy took advantage of the 
grisly case to burnish his tough-on-crime image 
ahead of 2012 presidential elections, in which he 
is widely expected to seek a second term.
 “It’s an old habit of his, using people’s 
legitimate feelings of outrage ... for ends that 
are clearly electoral and demagogical,” Nicolas 
Leger, national secretary of the USM magistrates 
union, told The Associated Press.
 Meilhon has declined the services of a law-
yer. In questioning soon after his arrest, he said 
Perrais died in a road accident, prosecutors said.
 Meilhon, who has been convicted for 15 
crimes ranging from theft to rape and has spent 
a decade behind bars, was released from prison 
in February 2010. His name appears on a French 
list of sex offenders and people with convic-
tions for violent crimes, according to a Justice 
Ministry statement. He was required to register 
his address with police.
 But Meilhon was never assigned to a proba-
tion office, which the Justice Ministry called a 
case of “dysfunction.”
 Sarkozy – whose blunt language sometimes 
shocks the French, accustomed to flowery diplo-
matic talk from their leaders – went further.
 “When you let someone out of prison such as 
this individual who is presumed guilty, without 
ensuring that he will be seen by a probation 
officer, that is a mistake,” Sarkozy said Feb. 3. 
“The people who covered up or let this mistake 
happen will be sanctioned. Those are the rules.”
 He added: “Our duty is to protect society 
from these monsters.”
 Critics complained that Sarkozy had con-
victed Meilhon without a trial.
 Michel-Antoine Thiers, of police union SNOP, 
said simply: “His comments shocked us.”
 French magistrates and police say it is the 
government’s right to probe whether anything 
went wrong in Meilhon’s case, but they are angry 
he promised sanctions even before investigating.
 In an unusual statement, the judges on 
France’s highest court, the Court of Cassation, 
scolded Sarkozy without mentioning him by 
name. They said they were “deeply concerned 
about the recent reactions and declarations” 
placing blame on magistrates.
 Judges nationwide also complain of small 
budgets and a lack of staff.
 The three sentencing judges assigned to the 
Nantes court that handled Meilhon’s case shared 
4,000 cases between them, the USM magistrates’ 
union said. It also pointed to a 2010 Council 
of Europe study on countries’ percent of gross 
domestic product spent per inhabitant on the 
justice system: France came in at No. 37 out of 
43, behind Azerbaijan and Armenia.
 In the Nantes march Thursday, the slain wait-
ress’ adoptive father, Gilles Patron, appealed to 
the magistrates “to not release repeat sex offend-
ers.”
French judges revolt, shut down courthouses 
LAWYERS WEARING MASKS reading 
“Forbidden of Expression”, demonstrate alongside 
judges in front of the Justice Palace in Nice, France 
Feb. 10. AP photo
 PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) – A suicide bomber linked to the 
Pakistani Taliban attacked soldiers during morning exercises 
at an army training camp in the northwest Thursday, killing 31 
troops and wounding 42 others.
 There were conflicting accounts about the identity of the 
bomber. The army and police said he was a teenager in a school 
uniform, but the Pakistani Taliban claimed he was a soldier at 
the camp in Mardan town who volunteered for the attack.
 The bombing showed that despite years of army operations 
against their hideouts along Pakistan’s border with Afghanistan, 
Taliban and al-Qaida-linked fighters retain the ability to strike 
back. It was one of the worst attacks on security forces in recent 
months.
 Senior police official Samad Khan said 31 soldiers died and 
42 were wounded, some critically. The army, which tends to 
release information much slower, put the death toll in an earlier 
statement at 20. All of those killed were cadets except for one, 
who was a drill instructor, said the army.
 An examination of the body parts at the scene indicated the 
bomber was a teenage boy, which is a common finding in suicide 
bombings in Pakistan, said Khan. The army also said he was a 
teenager in a school uniform. The training camp area holds sev-
eral army-run schools.
 Taliban spokesman Ahsanullah Ahsan disputed the govern-
ment’s account in a phone call to The Associated Press, saying 
the bomber was a soldier in Mardan who approached them and 
said “he wanted to sacrifice his life for Islam.”
 “We accepted his offer and told him to target his fellow sol-
diers in Mardan,” said Ahsan.
 Former army soldiers have been suspected in attacks in 
Pakistan, but a suicide bombing by an active duty soldier would 
be rare, if not unheard of.
 U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemned the suicide 
bombing and was appalled by the report that a child might have 
been used to commit the act, his spokesman Martin Nesirky 
said. Ban extended his condolences to the families of the victims 
and to the government of Pakistan, the spokesman added.
 Troops quickly cordoned off the area after the bombing and 
even police had a difficult time getting through. The same train-
ing facility was attacked by a suicide bomber in 2006 who killed 
35 soldiers.
 The army has staged multiple offensives in Pakistan’s north-
west aimed at taking out the Pakistani Taliban in recent years. 
Its efforts against the group, which is distinct from but linked to 
the Afghan Taliban, appear to have been largely successful – but 
violence persists.
 The U.S. has encouraged Pakistan to eliminate the Pakistani 
Taliban in the belief that the long-term stability of the nuclear-
armed Muslim nation is critical to global security.
 Washington also wants Islamabad to take out militants 
who focus on fighting the U.S. and NATO in Afghanistan but 
who have bases on Pakistani soil, in particular in the North 
Waziristan tribal region. But Pakistan has yet to mount an offen-
sive in that area.
 In North Waziristan on Thursday, the bullet-riddled bodies 
of two tribal police officials and a villager were discovered along 
an open road near the town of Mir Ali, a militant stronghold. A 
note attacked to the bodies accused them of acting as spies for 
the U.S., resident Asif Iqbal said.
 Intelligence officials said the three men had been kidnapped 
in January. Their bodies showed signs of torture, the officials 
said, speaking on condition of anonymity because they were not 
authorized to speak to media.
 Militants have killed numerous North Waziristan residents 
after accusing them of spying. The killings are often linked to 
allegations that local residents are providing intelligence on mili-
tants that helps the U.S. launch missile strikes in the area.
 Despite the danger from Islamist militants, the Pakistani 
army’s main focus continues to be the perceived threat from its 
archrival and nuclear-armed neighbor, India.
 Pakistan successfully test-fired a cruise missile capable of 
carrying “strategic and conventional war heads” from an undis-
closed location Thursday, said the army. It didn’t specify whether 
the missile – identified as a Hatf-VII Babur, with a range of 360 
miles (600 kilometers) – could carry a nuclear warhead.
 Pakistan and India have fought three wars since they gained 
independence from Britain in 1947 and routinely test different 
versions of their missiles, partly as a show of force.
Suicide bomber kills 31 soldiers in NW Pakistan 
VEHICLES CARRYING COFFINS head to the Pakistan army 
training camp in Mardan near Peshawar, Pakistan on Feb. 10. AP photo
Art and archives make up Caravaggio show 
 ROME (AP) – Art lovers will get rare glimpses of 
Caravaggio’s often violent life in an exhibit opening Friday in 
Rome and combining centuries-old documents from archives 
as well as paintings, including a portrait last seen in public 100 
years ago.
 Sant’Ivo alla Sapienza, a church with a courtyard designed 
by Baroque artist Borromini and later home to Italy’s state 
archives, hosts the show until May 15.
 Curators told reporters at a news conference Thursday that 
one document on display features a drawing done by a judge of 
a sword and dagger seized from Caravaggio, who was arrested 
for carrying weapons without proof of permit.
 Also plucked from the archives is a document of a lawsuit by 
another painter against the often-ill tempered Caravaggio, who 
lived from 1573 until 1610.
 On display is a portrait of Paul V, the early 17th-century pon-
tiff from the Borghese noble family in Rome. The pope lifted a 
death sentence against Caravaggio after he f led Rome in 1606 
for killing a man in a duel.
 The painting, attributed to Caravaggio, is from the private 
collection of the Borghese noble family, and was last shown in 
public 100 years ago, in Florence.
 Curators selected for the exhibit paintings by artists who 
had at some point been mentioned by Caravaggio and described 
by him as being among the “bad ones and good ones,” said 
Eugenio Lo Sardo, head of the Italian state archives.
 That means visitors will “be able to understand the artistic 
tastes of Caravaggio,” who thus becomes “your guide to the 
exhibition,” Lo Sardo told AP Television News.
 The artist is celebrated for his innovative use of “chiar-
oscuro,” a technique in which illuminated figures dramatically 
stand out against dark backgrounds.
A VIEWER INSPECTS THE PAINTING “David 
Contemplates the head of Goliath” by Orazio Gentileschi. AP photo
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Dust out your Dutch ovens and 
warm up your Crock-Pots, it’s 
time for the 4th Annual USU 
College of Agriculture Chili 
Cookoff. Feb. 12 at 5 p.m. and 
the Lundstrom Student Center. 
$3 per person, $5 for couples, or 
$8 for families. Call Lisa Allen at 
797-0454 for entry information.
Perfectionism and 
Procrastination Workshop Feb. 
16, 2011, in TSC 335 from 3:30-
4:30 p.m. You do not have to 
register to attend. For additional 
information, please contact the 
Academic Resource Center at 
(435) 797-1128. 
Learn about an exciting summer 
of studying abroad in France at 
the Study in France Information 
Session on Feb. 11 at the TSC, 
Room 335 from 12:30-1:30 p.m.
WANTED: Contestants for USU’s 
So You Think You Can Dance 
competition! All dance styles 
welcome! Sign up by Feb. 14 in 
the Student Involvement Office. 
There will be a meeting on Feb. 15 
on the 3rd floor of the TSC at 3:00 
p.m.! Competition will be held 
on Feb. 24 in the TSC Ballroom! 
CASH PRIZE for the winner and 
Celebrity Judge.
URCO GRANTS Due Feb. 15 
noon. Electronic delivery encour-




The Aggie FACS Club will be sell-
ing roses in the TSC by the book-
store on Valentines Day from 9:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for $2 per rose. 
There will be a variety of colors, 
each having a special meaning for 
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You need to know....
- Honey for Your Honey Valentine’s 
Sale, TSC, all day
- Indian merchandise Sale, TSC
- Valentine Dinner & Magic Show at 
American West Heritage Center
- Study Abroad in France info session, 
TSC, 12:30 p.m.
- HASS Speaker, TSC, 12:30 p.m.
- Skyroom Valentine’s Dinner, 5 p.m.
- Racquetball Tournament, HPER, 6 
p.m.
- That ’70s Concert, Performance Hall, 
6 p.m.
- The Cache Valley Stargazers meeting, 
SER 244, 7:30 p.m.
- Concert @ Why Sound, 8 p.m.
- The Antics Comedy Improv, Logan 
Arthouse, 10:30 p.m.
- Healthy Relationships and Sexual 
Responsibility Week
- Honey for Your Honey Valentine’s 
Sale, TSC, all day
- Last day to sign up for USU’s So You 
Think You Can Dance?
- Valentine Dinner & Magic Show at 
American West Heritage Center
- Volunteer Income Tax Assistance, 
Eccles, 9 a.m.
- Roller Hockey, 9 a.m.
- Sweetheart Snowshoe Hike, Tony 
Grove, 12:30
- College of Ag Chili Cook-Off, 
Lundstrom Student Center, 5 p.m.
- USU Men’s Lacrosse vs. Montana, 
Laub, 7 p.m.
- Men’s Basketball vs. Fresno State, 7 
p.m.
- Concert @ Why Sound, 8 p.m.
- Men’s Basketball vs. Fresno State, 7 
p.m.
- MARDI GRAS, 8 p.m.
Today’s Issue
Today is Friday, Feb. 11, 
2011. Today’s issue of 
The Utah Statesman is 
published especially for 
Jake Christofferson, a 
sophomore majoring in 
excercise science from 
West Valley City, Utah.
Weather
High: 35° Low: 23°
Skies: Mostly sunny.
Today in History: 
In 1990 Nelson 
Mandela, leader of 
the movement to end 
South African apart-
heid, is released from 
prison after 27 years. 
Almanac
 We’ll be selling Indian mer-
chandise in the TSC on Feb. 11. All 
proceeds will go to building schools 
in India for Effect International. Come 
get a unique gift for yourself or your 
valentine! To learn more about some 
amazing opportunities contact info@
effectinternational.org
 Reuse, Reduce, Recycle (RRR) 
Auction held weekly on Wednesdays 
6:00 p.m. 244 S Main. Live auctioneer, 
food vendors, and lots of goods to be 
sold and fun to be had. Please stop by 
early and browse the auction and sign 
up to be a bidder!
 Join Stokes Nature Center for a 
sweetheart snowshoe hike along 
Bunchgrass Creek Trail near Tony 
Grove on Feb. 12. For ages 16+. 
Carpool from First Dam leaves at 
12:30, or meet us at the trailhead 
parking area. Snowshoes, cocoa and 
treats provided. Space is limited, reg-
istration is required. For more info or 
to register, please call 435-755-3239 
or visit www.logannature.org<http://
www.logannature.org
 Spend Spring Break in Moab! 
Take Cycling (PE 1550) and earn 
credit while having fun in Moab. This 
one-credit course is for all mountain 
bikers beginning - advanced. Register 
using CRN 21897. For more info 
contact Tommy Murphy: t.murphy@
aggiemail.usu.edu or (435) 787-8556. 
 Chamber Music Society of 
Logan: Vienna Piano Trio will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. in the Performance 
Hall on Feb. 15.
 Vagina Monologues presented by 
the LGBTA of USU as part of Women’s 
History Month on Feb. 14. TSC 
Auditorium, 7 p.m.
 A concert, “Center Stage: Music 
by Women Composers” presented 
by women musicians of USU and Dr. 
Cindy Dewey as part of Women’s 
History Month on Feb. 18. The event 
is free and open to all. Performance 
Hall 7:30 p.m.
 That ’70s Concert Feb. 11 at 6 
p.m. and 8 p.m. in the Performance 
Hall.  Tickets are $8 general admission 
and free for USU students.
